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The following material is a true copy of the manuscript life of Mother 
Theodore Guérin, written in 1873 by Mother Mary Cecilia Bailly. 


The original was written on ordinary ruled paper 77% by 10 inches. 
The main part of the manuscript is in Mother Mary Cecilia’s own hand- 
writing, but pages which evidently had been worn out or damaged have 
been re-copied in other handwriting. This change in handwriting is indi- 
cated wherever it occurs. 


It is impossible, due to the lapse of years, to determine who did the 
work of amanuensis, but it is certain that the MS. was never printed or 
circulated, and was used only as reference. The MS. Life of Mother 
Theodore, or the Memoirs of Mother Cecilia, as it is sometimes called, is 
not now regarded as a document of the greatest importance. It is charac- 
terized by omissions, whether accidental or deliberate no one can say, con- 
cerning the difficulties of Mother Theodore with Bishop de la Hailandiere. 
The information now known about this troublous time comes through the 
letters to and from Mother Theodore and the Superiors in France, many 
of which were turned over to the Community in 1936, some from prelates 
in the United States preserved until then in various archive collections. 
Then, too, Mother Cecilia’s account was further supplemented by the 
testimony of the elder members of the Community, many of whom in 
confidential positions had heard the recital of the difficulties from Mother 
Theodore’s own lips, and by the testimony of other members of the Com- 
munity who were eye-witnesses of the events. 


Mother Mary Cecilia (1815-1898) was the second Superior-General 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Providence in America. She was the 
daughter of a French fur trader, Joseph Bailly, and his wife Marie Lefevre 
Bailly, who was half French and half Indian. She with her sisters was 
given as good an education as was possible, as they lived in the wilds of 
northern Indiana near the Michigan border. Although her religious educa- 
tion by contrast with the cultured French women, Mother Theodore and 
her religious Sisters, would seem defective, nevertheless her home, the 
Bailly homestead, the Mass station for the locality, had visiting priests at 
intervals. Her later education was received at a convent boarding school at 
Windsor. Ontario, and later in Montreal. She entered the Congregation 
at St. Mary-of-the-Woods on November 21, 1841. She had a good educa- 
tion in French and English and was of great assistance to the little Com- 
munity. She was gifted and capable and was very devoted to Mother Theo- 
dore who took her with her as traveling companion to France, leaving the 
United States on April 26, 1843, and returning January 27, 1844. It is 
about this period, beginning with the return, that Sister Mary Cecilia 
would have been acquainted with the difficulties with the Bishop, but it 
is here that an omission occurs in the manuscript. 


Mother Cecilia was elected Superior General in 1856, three months 
after the death of Mother Theodore. She served four terms of three years 
each until 1868. It is said that she felt that the tenure of the office should 
be for life, but the Most Reverend Maurice de Saint-Palais, Bishop of 
Vincennes, refused the necessary dispensation to extend her office beyond 
the twelve years. She died August 2, 1898, at the age of 84 years. The 
manuscript life was written by her in 1873, shortly after her retirement 
from the office of Superior General. 
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CHAPTER I 
Her Early Life Until She Entered the Community of Ruille 


» Anne Therese Guérin was a native of Brittany, born at Etables near St. 
Brienx, October 2nd, 1798. Her father was a naval! officer who served his coun- 
try under Napoleon I during the long wars of that * great conqueror. Mr. 
Guérin was descended of a noble family by the maternal side; his mother was 
a lady of rank who, attracted by the fine looks and good qualities of a man 
beneath her rank, married him against the wish of her parents and relatives; 
she was consequently disowned forever by them. There was but one member 
of her family who took interest in her children, this was a sister who had 
become a religious, the aunt of Mr. Guérin and great aunt of Mother Theodore. 
This good religious seemed to keep an eye on the children of her disowned 
sister; and even in her old age, as occasion gave her, she acknowledged the 
orphan children of her nephew, Mr. Guérin, though she could do nothing more 
than express sympathy and affection for them. 

Anne Therese was the oldest of the family. She was fourteen years old 
when her father’s death took place. Mr. Guérin had been absent three years on 
one of the foreign blockading stations of the Emperor when he was closing 
all the ports of the Continent against the English. At the end of these three 
years this gentleman was on his return to his family; when arrived at one of 
the southern French ports, impatient to get home, he determined to travel 
straight through the country, expecting to arrive sooner than by way of the sea. 
He took horse and commenced a journey taking the shortest routes he found; 
but after he had entered a forest which lay in his way, he was never heard of. 
He had with him the whole amount of his three years’ pay. Communications / 
being difficult on account of the war, he had not been able to forward money to 
his family which was one reason that made him in such a hurry to get home. | 
It was thought with every reason that he was killed by robbers for the money | 
he had with him. In the meantime, the family knew that he was on his way 
home. Thence followed a long and anxious expectation of his arrival, dis- 
appointment mixed with fear at last began to make it most painful. Reports 
came of his disappearance and supposed murder; the neighbors heard of it, 
but it was a long while before any one could have the heart to inform them of 
such distressing news. It can be imagined what was the affliction of the family 
on being told the reason why he did not arrive, and would never arrive. 


There were but three in the family, the mother and two daughters. 


* Down to this point the handwriting is not that of Mother Mary Cecilia. These intro- 
ductory sentences have evidently been copied by someone else from what were the intro- 
ductory lines of the first page. Mother Mary Cecilia’s own manuscript begins with the 
words following the asterisk. 
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Madame Guérin had had a son but he was dead.* This misfortune of losing the 
father drew forth all the energies of Anne Therese. She was now the help and 
companion of her mother; very likely this reverse of fortune formed that deci- 
sion and strength of character which distinguished her in after life, and by 
which she could so well surmount the obstacles that sometimes opposed her in 
the discharge of her duties. Her mind was of a superior order, and she profited 
so well of whatever educational advantages she had that, like all children of 
a bright intellect, the knowledge she acquired laid the foundation of the more 
extensive knowledge derived from self study, which continues and completes 
the education imparted by the instruction of teachers. This application and 
ready understanding stored her mind with useful learning; and in her mature 
age she was so conversant with all subjects, and could be so well consulted on 
any point that it seemed as if there was nothing she did not know. 


It is needless to mention that she was brought up in piety; everything in 
connection with her infers that her life from her childhood was under the | 
influence of religion. Her habits, her affections and every principle of action in | 
her, were all guided by motives of piety. She had from her youth the desire to 
embrace a religious life, but could not determine the time she could enter some 
Community on account of her mother, whose existence had become identified 
with hers since her father’s death. Not knowing when she could ever leave the 
family to enter a religious house, she never spoke of it to her friends; they were 
ignorant of her intention; the first suspicion they had arose from this incident. 
Being one day in company with some girls of her own age, the conversation 
turned on getting married, as it is apt to do when young persons meet together; 
each one said what would be the tank and business of the man she would 
choose. Anne Therese, alone, remained silent while the talk was going on; at 
last, one of them turning to her said, and you, whom will you marry? She 
replied, ‘my Spouse will be King.” This answer struck the hearers who reported 
it, and, from that time her intention was suspected, and spoken of by her 
acquaintances. Her mode of life confirmed what they began to notice, she had 
never mixed in the amusements of the world, never displayed vanity in her 
dress; her whole comportment was of one for whom the world had no attrac- 
tion. Her society was with her friends in the social circles where she was both 
loved and esteemed. Her piety was not of an austere kind; on the contrary, het 
manners were affable and her conversation gay and entertaining. 

She entered the Community of Providence at Ruille at the age of twenty- 
five at which time she finally obtained permission. Since she had attained her 
twentieth year, she had, now and then, asked her mother’s consent to let het 
go and embrace the life she desired; the reproachful remonstrances of a 
widowed mother had been the usual answer until a singular incident occurred, 
singular in itself, but which was never told; but which led her mother to see 


* Corrected in pencil to read: Madame Guerin had had two sons but they were dead. 
2 






‘ae Re, oe ae i oo Cee oe , hy. 
ee aia i LTS dey aA 








Si So slabs = a etiepoe sriz: oft azelloini tdgind's 
» bre eouniinas dyidw bate be ie Mor sihetwond sviensixe 
hee acitesilggs did't .c1nfaast Yo hor i ott vd bohaqe noiteyube odd.” 
sutam sad oi has :gninasad Ielgew fiw boi yor botox gaibactershng ybsor 
‘no bedinenta Hew o& sd bias Br ensidue He thiw insevevaoo o@ anw ore age 
| sone! som bit BAe gation tan vied Bes boemne 1 seddf sadog eae | | 
ni Guidheais ‘ptaig. cl pm gow off fal) poiinem of 2zalboon ai i Vi 
odi toban eaw Sonrlt bie ed fon} eli} toc dart? ewioi wel dtiw aobizenine> , 
pi agitee lo slqionize wore bun eitcitoalte red jevidad aol .noigiles Yo soaufinl 
- os mech orff duoy yet aed bed sd@ .zisity Jo eevitom yd ebing Hs sxsw tod 
 ornde wine buoy oda sivid-ord onirmsiob toa blioa tud ,23il euoigiley ¢ soaxdens 
hotiinehi saioaed bert sunetzixe seodw .oedtom tock Jo dnuose 00 Wim 
ochi gurl seve bho ode nedw gaiwond Jo! .dineb 2‘:09die} vert one ered dtew 
save rtd :zbagist ed of fi lo.qdoge oven wile segod avoigilas a t1eo of ylionst 
tosbioti v4. aot? secre bed vers nolvicane ser oft ;noiinsini ted to tasiongi 
sernaevud? cnet, 28, awe iad to ehig emoe diiw yagi oi yah ono gaisd 
tortegos fompanoziog gavov nadir ob ot ig a si ¢e ,botriem astitiee oo beet 
blow ofp one: dd Jo zeopieud boa, desi olf od bluow: jew: biga aco, dors 
ie as ge tyan dled ort olishw tote ovagaigh ev pale enol soph seo » 


1 modi Yo 
ean oilw ayargod adioiunte wane atl " goiAed lliw sevoq? yen” boilqan 
rod ve to aodoge brs .bateqeve enw noijasini vod seni tot moi? bar ti 
bert aria onion of magud vad yor}! sud bormiaes oli io sbormm 1H zeoosinigupor 
tod ai qtiney -boysieyth raver blow st Yo aingenpeunie sdf oi boxira s9ve0 4 
 sentin on bert blow ot mor 101 900 Yo eaw Inoathoqmda slodw ved jeemb a 
dyed nace: rach sales Semin, eel, SBOE OF zaw yoinoe 19H ais jae 
tad ,ariaar ols no ‘beid sofas ne to ion 2ew yaiq ne 7 

| sme ba min of be 


Di a ee ee, ee 









wed benisite bad sd2 sold inoizeimiog bonito yin 
feo men» onl es eh a a 
5 do zonerienone ie 

bevw2.0 taghioni: aalugnie & 


‘ . 
Mb Ara Rea a ; q (a a ys 
ms 3 A ; i 
ak, : f vers y a A 7 ‘ 
a6 taehiogs vol bal Hide, bes Lt al iy - ’ 
P yore vo # ire v7 4 be 
wa Air! a alle mit * iy J N i 
ie) yi oie, i 
yr P yi 6 ges a 
Ly > j - 
° ) 
‘i 





God’s holy Will; and coming into her room one night before retiting she said 
to her with a composed tone and manner, “My daughter, you may go now, 
you have your mother’s consent and blessing: I can no longer refuse God the 
sacrifice He asks of me.” From the time she had commenced to ask her mother’s 
leave, she had gradually put aside clothing sufficient to complete her trousseau 
in order to be ready at the moment she would obtain the consent she begged 
for. Therefore, she was now ready, she could start when she would wish. Before 
taking leave of this very Christian mother let it be told that when once Madame 
Guérin had made the sacrifice of surrendering her daughter to God, she never 
entertained a wish that she might return home. Some years afterwards when 
Sister St. Theodore visited her mother, she met for the first time her brother- 
in-law, her young sister having married since she had left home. Mr. le Touze, 
her sister's husband, delighted with his sister-in-law, said to her seriously at 
table, all the family being present: “If you would be willing to return to us, 
I would engage myself to obtain the dispensation of your Vows from the Pope, 
if necessary.” Madame Guérin did not give time to her daughter to answer. | 
She herself replied with a grave countenance: ‘Never take back from the 
altar the victim that has been offered.” 

The choice of Anne Therese had ever been the Carmelite Order; in her 
aspirings after a perfect life, she longed to find a place among the daughters of 
St. Theresa for whom she had a great devotion, and whose eminent sanctity she 
looked upon as the degree of holiness she would endeavor to attain. God, who 
destined her to sanctity herself and to execute His merciful views in a different 
sphere, willed that she should abandon, for the present, as she thought, the idea 
of entering her cherished Order of Mt. Carmel. She determined to unite with 
Sisters of Charity, and for ten years to be occupied in active works of mercy, 
- after which she would enter the cloister, and close her life in the solitude of 
retired contemplation. Such was the distribution of her religious life that she 
planned for herself, and which was likely suggested to her by the following 
circumstances. She had met a Sister of Providence whose acquaintance probably 
gave her the idea. It is natural to suppose that the Sisters, seeing a young person 
so gifted in every respect on the eve of entering a community * encouraged her 
to persevere in her good resolves; this . . . accounts for that deviation from her 
first intention which had never varied till she was preparing to carry it into 
effect. God uses innumerable ways to lead those to that place He has prepared 
for them. The sequel which follows will show that she was acting under the 
influence of the ruling Spirit of God when she put off her first design; and 
afterwards, when well exercised in her vocation she had embraced, and having 
the certitude that the divine Will wanted her there, she resigned forever her 
preference for the Carmelites retaining only her love and admiration for them. 


* The words, “made advances to gain” in Mother Mary Cecilia’s handwriting on the 
original, have a line drawn through them and the word “encouraged” in another hand, 
written above; “to persevere in her good resolves” is written over an erased portion; 
the “. . .” represents an erased word. 
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CHAPTER II 
From Her Entrance at Ruille Until She Leaves Rennes 


Anne Therese Guérin arrived at Ruille in the fall of 1823. (A pencil nota- 
tion above “in the fall of” reads: Aug. 18). The Superiors soon perceived what 
an acquisition she was, and conceived great affection for her. During her novi- 
tiate she was attacked with a dangerous sickness; when reduced to a state al- | 
most beyond recovery, to save her if possible, they gave her a violent remedy, — 
administered as a last resort. It cured her and probably saved her life, but it in- — 


_pured permanently her digestive organs. From that period she suffered continu- 


ally from the food she took; the lightest diet, and that in small quantities, was 
her only nourishment. It was a subject of astonishment to those who knew her, 
hat she could live with so little sustenance. She seldom passed a year without 
having a severe illness; three times she was on the point of death and received 
the last Sacraments, but recovered each time, undoubtedly by the efficacy of the — 
prayers earnestly offered for one whose life was so precious to the Society to 
which she belonged. 

While she was in the novitiate, the number of applications from different 
parishes for Sisters to come and form establishments was so great that, occa- 
sionally, some of the most promising postulants were vested with the religious 
dress and sent to labor in the places where needed. Sister St. Theodore was one 
of those sent before completing the year of novitiate; she had been but six 
months in the Motherhouse and had been sick a considerable time during it, 
as has been mentioned, when she had to begin a missioner’s life. This soul was 
like ground naturally fertile and which is somewhat prepared for cultivation, it 
required but little labor to make it yield abundantly; every seed that fell into it 
sprang up and produced much fruit. She was so endowed naturally, and so well 
prepared by her early piety to receive spiritual culture, that the Divine Spirit 
operated immediately on her mind; It made her understand intuitively what 
leads to a perfect life, and moved her heart and will to do all which sanctifies 
in a religious state. 

At the following retreat, and not quite a year from her entrance into the 
Community, she received the habit in the regular manner, and made profession 
of Vows at the same time. (Pencil notation above this says: Error. Not suffi- 
ciently convalescent, she did not return from Pruilly for the following retreat; 
so it was two years from her entrance into the Community that she’ etc) * It 
was not the usage then any more than now, to admit to Vows when the reli- 
gious** dress is given, but she was an exception. She had been preparing sev- 
eral years to seal her union with God by the sacred vows of religion—the 
Superiors knew this; and, besides, being disposed to favor her, they were the 


* In Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting. 
** The words, “Vows when the religious” are written over an erased portion, but 
in Mother Mary Cecilia’s handwriting. 
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more willing to dispense the time that was wanting as she was qualified to be 
employed in any of the important or difficult duties of the Community, and it 
happened that they had one just at hand; they did not know what to do unless 
they found a subject capable for it. 

In the city of Rennes, the Sisters of Providence had been entrusted with a 
work of mercy somewhat difficult. There was a quarter in the city inhabited 
exclusively by the wretched poor, that had been for years multiplying a low, 
miserable population; these people were the dregs of the French Revolution 
who had nver been renewed in religion since that horrible event; and conse- 
quently they were sunk in a most deplorable state of moral depravity. They had 
become so bold and shameless in their degregation that no one could pass 
through that way without being assailed by the most obscene language; and 
ladies had long since been compelled to avoid passing there. Some pious and | 
wealthy persons, who wished to donate for charitable purposes, resolved to 
reform these abandoned people. They determined to get Sisters from some 
religious order to come and form a mission among them; they judged that if a 
school would be opened having the twofold object of giving religious instruc- 
tion with the elements of education suitable to their humble condition, and of 
teaching the varieties of manual labor taught in an industrial school, it might 
be the most effectual means of reforming that wretched class. 

To undertake this was offered to the Superiors of Ruille, who willingly 
accepted the task of trying to carry out the benevolent designs of the bene- 
factors. Sisters were sent to the place; they commenced a school upon the plan 
ptoposed, and an immense number of children attended; but for two years 
their efforts to improve those children were entirely unsuccessful. Born of 
depraved parents, vice seemed so inherent in their nature that all attempts 
made to correct them proved useless; they were in the truest sense incorrigible; 
and, with that, bold in their insolence and full of defiance at the endeavors of 
the Sisters to change their vile habits. It was certainly the hardest mission of the 
Community; the Sisters employed in it were disheartened; some of them would 
often cry before entering the classes to teach, and the children seeing it by thir 
eyes, exulted and became bolder in their unruliness. Mother Mary, the Supe- 
rieure Generale, determined to persevere in the laudable undertaking; instead 
of thinking to withdraw from it, she only sought among the Sisters one capable 
of accomplishing the good that could be done; and she selected Sister St. Theo- 
dore for it, whom she named Superieure of the establishment. Though this 
Sister had just received the habit and made her profession, she was judged 
qualified for the task. She was full of zeal, was endowed with a firmness and 
strength of character able to carry through any project, and gifted with an 
imposing appearance and winning manners, To entrust a young religious just 
on leaving the novitiate with an employment that had baffled others, proves the 
high opinion the Superieure had of her virtue and ability and the great con- 
fidence they reposed in her. 
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Mother often amused us by relating the disposition in which she found 
those wicked children, and her first attempt to govern them. When she ap- 
peared before them as the new Superior, they stared at her with meaning 
impudence; they gave glances at one another that meant: ‘She will cry, too, 
before long.’ The next thing was to install herself in duty; she went to them 
assembled in the classroom and began to address them with some remarks in 
the form of an instruction; she had not spoken long when one of them, appar- 
ently the ringleader, exclaimed aloud: “Is she a fool? She thinks we are going 
to be like Sisters.” Then a burst of laughter from everyone. She tried to impose 
silence, but the laughter of mockery only grew louder; she had no alternative 
but to control her feelings and appear composed; nothing more could be done 
that time. The following day she went again to speak to them. When they saw 
her enter they gave a look that announced they enjoyed before hand another 
triumph over her. They listened to her a little while; then, all at once, they 
arose in a body and giving the hand one to another, they struck up a tune and 
began to dance round and round noisily as children do when they dance for a — 
frolic. She sat quietly, determined to keep her self-possession, until they would 
be tired and stop of themselves. Without doubt, while she was looking on, she 
prayed for those perverse children, and asked patience for herself and to know 
how to touch their feelings and make them yield to good influence. At last they 
had to stop; when all had directed their eyes to her to see how she was looking, 
she took a switch, that was kept by as a last resource, and broke it in pieces as 
a thing no more to be needed. This surprised them much, and seemed to please 
them too; she seized this moment, while they appeared disposed to pay atten- 
tion to what she would do or say, to speak to them. She did not accuse them of 
being bad children, nor reproach them of the gross ill-conduct they had just 
shown, but with a pleasant countenance she said that she intended to reward 
them if they would apply and behave well; she explained what she meant and 
promised to recompense all those who would give satisfaction. Her words 
acted like magic upon them; their countenances assumed a better expression, 
and their manner settled down and appeared subdued. Having concluded her 
little discourse, she dismissed them, and the day closed with a hope that some- 
thing might yet be done with those poor children;—but, in fact, all was gained. 

Sister St. Theodore strictly kept her promise; she gave tickets at the end of 
each day to those who had applied and behaved well, making great allowance 
and governing more by persuasion and compassion than by any recourse to 
severity. Those tickets were available for a reward which gave them value and 
was a great inducement to try and deserve them. From this time those hereto- 
fore hardened children changed for the better; they became more and more 
manageable, and they commenced to take interest in their religious instruction. 
After the lapse of a few months they presented the consoling spectacle to the 
benefactors of a large number of thriving children being well instructed and 
profiting by the advantages which their bounty made them enjoy. The variety 
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of manual labor taught to these little girls insured them the means of a respect- 
able livelihood when they would be of age to earn their own support. The 
happy change in the children had a good effect upon the parents who began to 
reform; the practice of religion was established among them, and that quarter 
was no longer the abode of vice and the shame of the city. When, nine years 
afterwards, Sister St. Theodore left that establishment, the parish was pious 
and edifying; the persons who saw the change that was wrought saw verified 
these words of Scripture: “Where sin has abounded, there has grace abounded 
over and above.” 


The people of Rennes did justice to Sister St. Theodore by the love and 
esteem they had for her; their admiration for her virtues and talents, and their 
confidence in her were such as might be expected from their having seen the 
good she effected, where everything seemed hopeless and almost impossible. 
The house she directed was a place of repose for Mother Mary when visiting 
the establishments; instead of inspecting this house in its government, she 
would rest herself saying that she knew all was conducted and performed as_ 
perfectly as it could be done. The usefulness of Sister St. Theodore was not 
confined to this one place; frequently, as occasions required, she was entrusted 
with errands and transactions of importance which were to be attended to in 
Brittany and its neighborhood. At this period she stood first in the esteem and 
confidence of the Superieures. The house of Rennes has continued ever since to 
be one of the principal establishments of the Community. The Sisters of Provi- 
dence have of late years extended their residence in that city and have more 
than one establishment. They have erected a spacious building surrounded by 
ample grounds, which can be used for a first novitiate, and where all the Sisters 
employed in the different parts of Brittany assemble to make their annual 
retreat.* | 


* A pencil notation in Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting follows this. It reads: 
“This house existed in Mother’s time as we may see from the letter in which Mother 
Mary bade Mother Theodore farewell. It was either an orphanage or a technical school 
also under Mother Theodore’s direction. Ed.” 
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CHAPTER III 
Her Trial — She Is Removed from Rennes to Soulaine 


Souls that are destined for a high degree of perfection are not to sanctify 
themselves only by exterior good works, though these be done with much 
labor, fatigue, and self-denial and also be crowned with great success. Some- 
thing else, still more powerful, is required to give a touch of greater purity; this 
still more powerful something is—to pass through humiliation. It is possible to 
do works of mercy with but little merit; there may be some who performed 
many and yet were not sanctified by them. But there can be no such doubt enter- 
tained respecting the state of those who have been wronged and brought low, 
but who have suffered patiently, submitting humbly to be abased before the 
eyes of others, and accepting to be last in the esteem of men. This is the crucible 
that purifies from the dross of humanity which may be contracted even when 
engaged in holy works. God dealt thus with Sister St. Theodore; after having 
by her labor and zeal brought to the practice of religion a whole neighborhood 
of families living in vice, He took from her the satisfaction she enjoyed seeing 
every year an increase of the good she had done, and permitted that the credit 
due her for it and the praise given should be obscured in bringing on her much 
humiliation. 

(Here the handwriting changes. A pencil notation at the top of the sheet 
teads: “Father Dujarie, the Founder of the Sisters of Providence at Ruille, was 
using funds of the Sisterhood to establish a congregation of Brothers which he 
also had founded. Ed.) * 

Mother Mary, Superieure Generale, was compelled to oppose a certain 
person in some matters, especially in financial economy, and to save the Com- 
munity from consequent difficulties she was obliged to take a stand against 
these measures. This was a most painful and arduous task for Mother Marty, 
but it was necessary that she act according to the exigency. It was not incapacity 
much less wrong motive that led the person to do what was hurtful to the inter- 
ests and prosperity of a rising Community, but it was goodness, generosity, and 
a great desire to do good and to advance the good of religion. A benign heart 
often makes one overlook the dictates of wisdom and prudence in the admin- 
istration of affairs, even the faults of saintly persons often have the character of 
virtue, because they are the overflowing of charity. God alone is perfect, He 
only has just bounds to His excellence, never admitting of a fault either by 
defect or excess. The Sisters approved Mother Mary, and admired the courage 
and firmness which enabled her to surmount her feelings and disregard all that 
might be said, in order to rescue the Community from embarrassments injurious 
to its existence; still it was with great sorrow and deep sympathy she did so. 
Sister St. Theodore was one of those who felt the most for this person, and 


* In Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting. 
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having naturally an open disposition, she expressed very freely her sympathy. 
What she said on this subject was picked up and being added to at each repe- 
tition with change of wording, it got at last construed into an insidious mean-— 
ing. The surmises drawn from Sister St. Theodore’s sympathy were not a gen- 
eral suspicion among the Sisters; it was only with a few, but one of these 
thought it her duty to inform the Superieure of it, and having collected the 
facts which in her mind she considered as so many proofs, she reported them 
to Mother Mary with every appearance of truth. (There is a pencil asterisk 
here with notation as follows: It was even alleged that Mother Theodore was 
inciting the Bishop of Rennes and the priests of his household to loud condem- 
nation “of Mother Mary’s action in regard to Father Dujarie.)* Mother Mary 
who was harassed by these disturbances and was, as we may suppose, very sorry 
to be obliged to do what would afflict any one, received this information like a 
shock. It can be imagined how she felt to learn that the Sister who stood so high 
in her favor should be secretly working to thwart the endeavors she was making 
to save the Community from great difficulties. It seems strange, but it appears. 
she acted on it. However, nothing could be less true, for notwithstanding the 
sympathy of Sister St. Theodore for the disappointed person, she had never 
failed to justify the proceedings of Mother Mary and to uphold her authority 
with the good spirit that her devotedness to the Community inspired in a matter 
so important to its interests. She loved Mother Mary and the other Superieures 
with all the warmth of her affectionate heart; and even if her religious spirit 
and love for the Superieures had been less binding, her natural disposition 
would never have permitted it. This accusation fell heavily upon her, and she 
felt it most keenly; she did not suffer for herself only, but also for her Supe- 
tieures, whom she knew to be contristated by finding her culpable. When relat- 
ing this to us Mother said with an humble simplicity, as if to own a fault 
publicly, that she was so imperfect as to try to exculpate herself, that she denied 
positively the truth of the reports made against her, and she described the dis- 
tress she showed at such a thing being believed of her. God permitted that out 
of nothing evidence should be obtained, sufficient to give an appearance of 
truth to that which in reality had no truth whatever. It must be God Who 
expressly permitted it should be so, otherwise it cannot be explained. That God 
alone is the judge of our actions is a truth well demonstrated by noticing that 
persons esteemed as good will sometimes do what is apparently wrong, but 
which nevertheless may spring from a good motive. Minds differ from one 
another, and the impressions made on them must also be different. Besides, 
the degtee of understanding varies in persons, and this stamps different judg- 
ments on things seen and heard. All this can cause an inexhaustible source of 
false conceptions and of misrepresentations, and may explain why even those 
who profess religion can disagree and be a cross to one another. Both parties 


* In Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting. 
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being entirely convinced that they have God on their side, make their com- 
plaints to Him, and offer resignedly the miseries they endure from each other, 
and God only can see into it. It is clear too that God frequently makes use of 
these erroneous, though it may be sincere, convictions which one may have to 
procure to another an occasion of practicing high virtue, of advancing in per- 
fection, by the patience and charity with which the trial is borne. By such 
reasoning we can account for those deeds we cannot approve of, because they 
are exteriorly bad and produce wrong and harm, yet they originate from per- 
sons who are Christians. (A pencil notation here reads: It may be said in pass- 
ing that the unfortunate Sister who made the false accusation did not die in the 
Community. Ed.) * She was consequently obliged to retire into herself and to 
seek solace from God who alone can never be deceived, and from whom allevi- 
ation can always be found, when all other sources of consolation have failed us. 
To accept the humiliation and profit by it, was what our Lord seemed to have 
asked of her, and to which she yielded with a perfect spirit of sacrifice. This 
occurrence took place in 1834, not long before the annual retreat of that year;. 
the changes which must be made are generally attended to at the retreat and 
Sister St. Theodore was removed from Rennes to Soulaines, whither she 
repaired disposed to fulfill the duties of her vocation with the same zeal and 
devotedness that she used to when going back to the establishment of Rennes. 


* In Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting. 
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CHAPTER IV 
Mission at Soulaines 


(This still continues in the other handwriting) 


Sisters in this little mission had for employment to teach the country chil- 
dren and to visit the sick. The capacity of Sister St. Theodore that could 
embrace so much had very little to do, but she knew how to fill her free time to 
advantage. She employed herself in both and the little girls got a Sister teacher 
as they had never had before. She was familiar with the employment of teach- 
ing, but not with that of visiting the sick, which now however was a part of her 
occupation; and to be able to acquit herself well in it, she studied medicine 
under a physician who gave her regular instructions and (Mother Mary 
Cecilia’s handwriting begins here) acquired considerable knowledge of medical 
science both to discern the nature of diseases and to apply proper remeties. She 
could prescribe for ordinary ailings as well as any physician, and even for severe 
attacks she could in cases of necessity, supply the absence of a doctor. This 
knowledge became very useful to her in the circumstances wherein she was 
afterwards placed. 

Sister St. Theodore was a fine mathematician; the little girls of Soulaines, 
whose good fortune put them under her tuition, made wonderful progress in 
arithmetic. When the school inspector came to visit the classes, he was greatly 
surprised to find them so well taught. To test their knowledge still further he 
sent them a very difficult problem to solve; and, likely, he hardly expected to 
get an answer; but it was given him with an explanation of the rule by which 
it had been worked. This satisfied him that the mistress stood high as a scholar 
and teacher; and having more proofs of it the more he saw of the school, he 
of himself, no one asking him to do it, reported her qualifications to the board 
of education; in consequence of which it was resolved among the gentlemen to 
award her a medal in testimony of her ability. Sister St. Theodore was not 
expecting any such honor; it happened to be at an hour when she was doing 
some housework; she was sweeping, her skirt tucked up as Sisters fix themselves 
in working, when gentlemen were announced to her. These were members of 
the Academy residing at Angers, near which is the village of Soulaines, who at 
the report of the school inspector, had been commissioned by the French Acad- 
emy to confer a medal on Sister St. Theodore, ‘‘Institutrice,” as a testimonial 
of her proficiency. 

With regard to her medical knowledge, several instances could be cited 
to show how correct her judgment was in pronouncing upon the crisis that a 
sickness had reached, together with the occasions upon which she rendered 
timely service. The following are some of them. On her return to the U. 
States in the fall of 1843, she and her companions, the writer being one of 
them, took passage on the Nashville, an American packet. When they em- 
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barked the sea was rough; everybody became sea-sick immediately; compelled 
to retire, they did not even notice who were the fellow passengers. During the 
night the repeated cough of a man was heard from a distant state room. Moher 
Theodore remarked that the person who was coughing was in the last stage of 
consumption and would die. When three or four days afterwards the passengers 
who had been sea-sick all this time, issued one after another from their berths, 
a pale, emaciated man was seen sitting in the cabin, the same whose cough had 
been heard. He was a New Yorker who had been sent by his physicians to seek 
health in other countries: but, as is usually the case, only to die abroad, de- 
prived of the comforts so much needed on a death bed, and which can be 
found only at home and among friends. He was a gentlemanly man accom- 
panied by his wife; but, as Mother had predicted, his days were about coming 
to an end. The ship had entered the Mississippi and was nearing New Orleans 
when the unfortunate man died, hoping to the last that he might reach the city 
where he felt confident he would recover his health. 

During this same passage another incident happened worth relating. The 
captain was a very high tempered man; in a dispute with the second mate who 
had got drunk, and transported with anger, he took him with one hand, and 
flung him dont through the hatchway. The sudden passion and exertion were 
too powerful—he fell “senseless and was brought in the cabin without motion 
and apparently without life. There was no physician aboard, and none of the 
attendants knew what to do. A great consternation seized the passengers for 
night was setting in, and the ship was arriving near the West Indies whose 
reefs require a careful navigation. Mother stepped forward and said he should 
be bled immediately: and, ‘calling for things wanted, she took out her lancet 
and bled him herself; as the bleeding went on the Captain opened his eyes, 
and was soon able to speak: his first words were: “I feel so relieved.” In three 
or four hours after he was sufficiently recovered to go on deck and direct the 
vessel through this somewhat dangerous passage, for the first mate was not 
a skillful seaman, and no dependence could be placed on him. 

To return to Soulaines. Her stay there procured a good, due to her influ- 
ence alone, and which stands as a monument of her humble sojourn in that 
obscure little village. The principal personage of Soulaines was M. de la 
Bertaudiere, a single gentleman, and the last of his name. The main part of 
the family estate had been confiscated during the Great Revolution; what he 
then owned was only a remnant that had been rescued by a faithful servant 
while he was in exile; of itself, it was a handsome fortune but very little com- 
pared with the large estate which his noble ancestors had possessed for many 
generations. This gentleman knew how to appreciate the merit of Sister St. 
Theodore; he had great consideration for her and esteemed the advantage of 
having her govern the little establishment of which he was the benefactor. 

The great need of the place at this time was a suitable church; the old one 
was hardly fit to be used any longer for the celebration of divine Service. The 
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inhabitants felt this, but were too poor ever to be able to build a Church, and 
all hope rested in “Monsieur,” the name y which M. de la Bertaudiere was 
designated in the village and its surroundings. He had the means, and the will, 
and had actually made a move towards beginning, but a disagreement with the 
Cure, either about the location or style of the building, made him withdraw 
from it; and the project of a new Church was frustrated on the very start. This 
was a great disappointment to the good people; they could not give up the 
idea of seeing their hopes realized; but to prevail upon Monsieur to resume his 
purpose was the difficulty. In this dilemma recourse was had to Sister St. Theo- 
dore; she was requested to go and speak to him and to persuade him, if pos- 
sible, to build the church. She undertook the task and went to his house. He 
was in and received her with the usual polite welcome; but, suspecting why she 
came, he put on a dignified manner as a defense against the attack of pressing 
supplication he saw coming. Sister St. Theodore entered on her errand faith- 
fully; she argued the subject with her most eloquent language, and spoke very 
feelingly of the poverty that prevented the worship of religion from being 
properly and decently performed. M. de la Bertaudiere held out for some time; 
he was perfectly imperturbable, giving answers of no particular meaning with 
tranquil indifference, seemingly determined not to be touched by anything she 
might say. This did not discourage her; she continued to give him persuasive 
reasoning, appealing to his generosity and to his sentiments of piety, until he 
changed his manner and listened with a better look; finally she prevailed on 
him to return to his generous and laudable intention of erecting a Church at 
his cost. Having consented at her earnest solicitations, he became again zealous 
for the work and carried it out fully. The building was commenced before 
Sister St. Theodore left the place; and she saw it completed when, three years 
afterwards, she went to pay a visit to her friend, M. de la Bertaudiere and to 
see those poor peasants who were so gratefully attached to her. She is men- 
tioned in the corner-stone manuscript in thanks for her mediation, and to com- 
memorate that it was her influence which regained the good will of the one 
who alone could afford to defray the entire expense of such an edifice. It is a 
middle sized church, a gem of beauty. The altar is formed of different colors 
of the finest marble, so adjusted and contrasted as if the shades had been 
arranged and executed by art; not only the sanctuary but the whole church is 
beatuifully finished, and the profuse gilding is so rich that it presents a dazzl- 
ing splendor. 

Her charity and pleasant manners endeared her to the inhabitants of 
Soulaines; their confidence in her and attachment to her person hardly knew 
bounds, and their grateful affection was as lasting as it was sincere. When 
Mother Theodore had been three years in this country, she returned to France 
on affairs of the Community, and she embraced this opportunity to visit these 
simple hearted people. All those who knew she was arriving, came out to meet 
her; the old people, both men and women, welcomed her with tears of joy; 
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each one was eager to tell her all that had happened in the family since she had 
left, especially if it was a tale of woe—some misfortune, the death of a dear 
person! 

The greatest profit she reaped from her quiet life in this secluded spot was 
to advance her religious perfection by means of assiduous meditation and 
spiritual reading; having more leisure than she had had on a larger mission, , 
she devoted most of it to prayer and reading. Undoubtedly it was at this period | 
that she acquired her knowledge of spiritual subjects, which was more than | 
ordinary, even if compared with persons reputed for it. Her penetration in 
matters of conscience and troubles of the interior; her discernment of the ways 
God uses in conducting souls to perfection in the religious state, could only be 
drawn from the Holy Ghost who enlightens supernaturally those who com- 
mune with Him by elevated prayer. Unknown to her she was forming herself 
to fulfill the mission which in the decrees of God was projected for her in a 
distant land. So far as we can judge of the course which Providence takes to 
dispose events for the accomplishment of its designs, the reverse of feeling 
towards Sister St. Theodore that has been related was a preparation for the 
establishment of a Community of Providence in America. At this time of her 
life there were in different parts of the world children being born, and others 
in the various stages of childhood and of youth, that were destined to be her 
daughters in Chirst—who were to join her at a hallowed spot of the New 
World to receive from her lessons in the school of religious perfection, and 
with these members she was to erect a filiation of her own order. It has been 
rematked in France by those who knew what had happened with regard to 
Sister St. Theodore, that had she not been injured in the esteem of her Super- 
ieures they would never have consented to deprive the Society of so distin- 
guished a member by sending her to a mission so far off, and thereby relinquish- 
ing the usefulness that her capacity could render. 

Monseigneur de la Hailandiere, second Bishop of Vincennes, was in 
France in the summer of 1839, where he had been recently consecrated. Before 
leaving, he wished to engage Sisters of some order of Charity to come and 
establish themselves in his diocese. Being directed to apply to Ruille, he went 
there, and arrived at the time of the annual Retreat when nearly all the Sisters 
are assembled at the Mother-house. His request met with a favorable hearing. 
Mother Mary felt the importance of the undertaking and understood that the 
Sister Superieure entrusted with it should be qualified both by virtue and 
capacity. As missioners, Sisters go to the places they are sent to; still, they 
would not be named for a foreign country without giving them the privilege 
to decline should they feel unwilling to go. Mother Mary therefore replied that 
she knew of one Sister only whom she considered able in every respect for such 
an undertaking: it was Sister St. Theodore, and that if that Sister would be 
willing to go and conduct the mission she would accept the proposal of the 
Bishop of Vincennes and find the other Sisters. Sister St. Theodore was ap- 
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pealed to, and after some interviews of close discussion on it, she gave her 
consent. She was unwilling at first, because she thought herself unequal to the 
task; she dreaded to take the responsibility of so important a charge; she had 
that diffidence in herself, in her own ability, which those who are really capable 
of high employments usually have. Then, besides, tender attachment to her 
dear Community and native land filled her with thoughts and feelings which 
made her feel a great reluctance to go off to another country and separate her- 
self from the one and the other, perhaps forever! Speaking of the struggle 
she had within herself, she said she could not keep out of her mind the point 
of Rule which says that “the Sisters will be disposed to go to any part of the 
world.” This sentence came with such force on her, that in spite of her repug- 
nance she was compelled by an interior impulse to consent to go. It put before 
her eyes the Will of God, which she never wished to oppose, but always to 
follow obediently, and to accomplish perfectly. This combat in the interior 
between natural instincts and the promptings of religion, is but the usual 
preliminary to works of God, when He commissions a chosen servant to 
perform them; for, to serve Him with love and have merit, it must be done by 
sacrifice; such is the order in the supernatural economy He has established. 
Proceedings wete then adjusted and an agreement made with the Bishop 
that the Sisters for the mission would leave for the United States the following 
summer,—a year from the time he was there. The understanding having come 
to a point, Sister St. Theodore returned to Soulaines to pass the winter and 
commence the preparations for departure at the time appointed. 
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CHAPTER V 


Szsters Leave France and Arrive in Vincennes 


The Bishop after his returne to Ruillé, returned to Indiana and began 
to occupy himself in selecting a site for the permanent residence of the 
Sisters. There was some diversity of opinions with regard to the choice of 
the clergy who took interest in the establishment to be made. One proposed 
a situation near St. Peter’s (Daviess Co.) another chose St. Marty’s (Vigo 
Co.) a small settlement of a few families, Catholic, near Terre Haute, 
while the Sisters themselves expected to be located at Vincennes. St. Marys’ 
seemed the most objectionable of any that could be proposed; it was a perfect 
wilderness; the few families living in log houses, here and there, did not 
give it any appearance even of a village. It was merely a backwoods settlement 
of movers just beginning to clear forest land; there was not yet any convenience 
necessary and indispensable for a civilized mode of life. Besides that, it was 
four miles from the town of Terre Haute, and separated from it by the 
Wabash river that is swelled at certain seasons of the year by the thaws or 
freshets, and overflowing its banks, floods far and wide the bottom land of 
its valley. These innundations may last, with only some intervals of less rise 
and spread of water, from fall till spring, just as the snows or rains of the 
North are more or less heavy. While the bottom land is submerged, it is either 
impossible or extremely difficult to go to town, because it is neither land nor 
water. It is too overflowed for a team to pass, and to boat it is next to imprac- 
ticable, because the water is beset with trees standing out of it, stumps under 
it, and any amount of drift and floating on its surface. Therefore no place 
was really less suited for the location of Sisters, whose employment of 
charity consists in educating youth and serving the sick, than this back- 
woods locality, very appropriately named ‘St. Mary of the Woods.” However, 
it was St. Mary’s that was selected without having a single good human reason 
for it. It is evident that the positive Will of God prompted the choice as it has 
since proved that the position is good and that the choice fell on the right one. 
The objection of the spot being a wilderness was soon dissipated by the in- 
creased settlement of the country around, and of the rapid progress of Terre 
Haute from a small town to a respectable city. The formidable inconvenience 
of high water during the wet season was, some years afterwards, effectually 
removed by one of the modern improvements that the present age uses so 
powerfully, and on so grand a scale. A railroad was built in 1854 which passes 
at a proper distance from the Community buildings, and as it traverses the bot- 
tom land on an elevated track, it can cross it at all times, whether dry or over- 
flowed; besides affording this convenience, the road gives a fine communication 
with all the points most desirable both near and distant. The bottom land which 
was at first so hopeless of any good has proved an advantage by forming a 
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barrier against the too easy access to the Institute and Community. It frees from 
intensive visits of curiosity to which such establishments are liable when ap- 
proached with facility, as would have been the case had the four miles between 
the town and St. Mary’s presented the dry and smooth ground which is nice for 
drives of pleasure. 

In the meantime, the Sisters in France were getting ready to leave. The 
nearer the time came, the more painful it was for Sister St. Theodore; the love 
for the Community, arecion for the Sisters, and social ties, called fotth fresh 
tenderness from her heart as the moment of separation drew nigh. She wept 
much but it did not interfere with her interior composure, nor with her perfect 
submission to the Will of God. The merit of serving God consists in conform- 
ing to His divine Will, notwithstanding the opposition that nature may incite. 
It is by making a sacrifice of our feelings that we prove fidelity to our Master, 
and He often takes occasion of the natural instincts He has given us to make 
our actions meritorious of a greater reward; what is done with pleasure, or 
simply without reluctance has not the same value as that which demands © 
violence to ourselves. Thus it has always been that those who are called to high 
services, obey the divine Will at the expense of their feelings. Like Abraham, 
who with a bleeding heart led his con to immolate him in sacrifice, they go 
forth to perform what God requires of them though their heart suffers and 
their mind feels repugnant: this is loving God more than ourselves and serving 
Him by supernatural virtue. Five companions were associated with Sister St. 
Theodore, who in union with her founded a house of Providence in America, 
which our Lord has blessed in a particular manner. Their names deserve a place 
in this memoir. They are as follows: Sister St. Vincent, Sister Basilide, Sr. 
Olympiade,* Sr. Mary Xavier, and Sr. Liguori. The Sisters started for their 
mission before the annual retreat, which is held in September; probably the 
advantage of travelling during the pleasant season made them leave soon and 
forego the pleasure of being present at the general retreat for the last time 
when they would have met nearly all the Sisters to have bid them adieu. They 
made their rendez-vous at Le Mans about the middle of July, and having made 
final arrangements, all the packing done and the baggage well secured for a 
long and devious transportation, they proceeded to Havre and embarked on 
an American vessel the 27th of July, 1840. 

The voyage was pleasant and the captain very obliging, and though he did 
not understand a word of French and they could not speak a word of English, 
yet they made out to communicate their wants which were always attended to 
by him readily and with the best will. Sister St. Theodore was very sea-sick and 
suffered the whole time of the voyage; this, joined with the depression of mind 
she had endured previous to her departure, prostrated her so much that the 
Sisters felt some alarm for her life, and she herself doubted whether she would 
cross the sea alive; but, such was not in the decrees of God; it was only a 


* These first three names are written over an erased portion. 
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period of suffering that wears the body to fortify the spirit; for, when it passed 
away, she recovered her former strength. Some of the others were sick also, but 
not so much as she was, and one of them was not sick at all, which seemed 
lucky as she could serve all the others while they were sick and unable to help 
themselves. 


The vessel artived at New York the first days of September after a pass- 
age of nearly six weeks, and according to regulations it went into quarantine to 
await the physician’s professional visit to the crew. The doctor soon made his 
appearance, and on seeing the Sisters he showed great delight; he had been in 
France and had seen Sisters of Charity in the hospitals, and to see some arriving 
in this country appeared to give him very great pleasure. He immediately made 
acquaintance with them for he spoke French. He came back that same evening 
bringing a basket full of fruit and some milk which he presented to the Sisters. 
As may well be imagined, this unexpected kindness from a stranger was most 
agreeable to them, and was received with expressions of polite and grateful 
acknowledgment. The Sisters were recommended by the Bishop of Vincennes 
to Mons. Dubois of New York who provided a place for them to go when they 
should arrive: it was at the house of Madam Parmentier, a French** lady and 
an excellent Christian woman, residing in Brooklyn. Sister St. Theodore know- 
ing that Bishop Dubois must be expecting them notified him of their arrival 
by a few lines that the doctor took and delivered to him. The next morning the 
Bishop sent Rev Varilla,*** his vicar, to come for the Sisters and conduct them 
to Madam Parmentier’s. The sea happened to be rough and it was difficult, and 
even dangerous, to go down from the vessel into the boat below; the descent 
was made by a rope ladder under which a sailor stood to receive in his arms 
each one as she came down. The motion of the vessel and of the boat was 
continual, both rolling with the waves that passed under them; the rope ladder 
swung back and forth and the little boat was unsteady under it, so that to pass 
from the lower end of the ladder into the uplifted arms of the man who stood 
under to receive the person descending was a step extremely hazardous, and 
which if missed, might result in the accident of falling into the sea never to 
tise. This appearance of danger aroused Sister St. Theodore who though she 
had allowed her spirits to droop could in a moment nerve herself and be ready 
to go through any peril or perform any arduous task. She hastily stepped for- 
ward and said to the Sisters: ‘‘I will lead; if there is any danger, I must be the 
first one to meet it.” She then went down with so much courage and self- 
_possession that the others followed her with less fear than they had been seized 
with at first, and each got down safely and without anything disagreeable 
happening. 

Madame Parmentier received them with perfect kindness, giving them a 


** The word “Belgian” is written in pencil above “French.” 
*** Corrected in pencil to Varela. 


18 






k aes sodenoigpe to anh vinil oily 
, wn ott dns 4 eonitalaggn oe aibronae bi patos. rie loan 
Or ee sma ae como . adj iawn 
ai noid bad sdf tdpiob agony bowore od exsiaié edt galose oo ban sonewsggs 
Sah a eth Ristinzod vedi ni ire) to aneielé, nase bad bos sonar i 
ober yarsibernnioll onigeciq toon, yew oid vig oF boegqa qimuog ait a 
gains stune tml abed'gtdno 9H .donevd sdoqa od yo! cdi div sonemicupss 
rae acti ot betnsesrq vel coicter Aint aemog bas tun do Hut pe Pe cag 
.$e6en aaw vegnee « co gesn hota botsequeny airld Jf 
ludotaig Reig jo anoekenaxs dtiw bovieos enw bas por of ieaeh 
zannsoniY Yo qodziG 9d} yd bobasnmiore orem emieie oT tremgbelwoadbs 
godt nodw oy of mmc 103 sonlq 6 bebiverq orl sho welt to a 2noM.o1 
bos ybel **cbastd 2 rsiicomnsd mehbeM lo seuord sdi de eew ti reve blbode 
 -wortd onobootT 42 wizi® .ryldoortl ai goibiess namow asitainl) insti ns 
_ dievinne ties Yo mid benivon mod gaiteqey ed dean eiody tari, oni 
aA gointor tron odT oid og boxwvileh hae doo) s0t0b ody zonil wets yd 
mad foubsop bre 21212 ocd 102 amon of axciv ail *** glia ¥ vedi tee qodeidl 
bas jluoitib raw ti bas dauor od ot bensg¢ad, see oft 2 witeocrnn atnhsh ¢ an 
insesb ont ;wolsd inot ody otni lowev adt mort awob og ot zuonsgngb 
tome tid ni sviaast of boot soliay & cbidw ishao-ebbel ayo yd shares 
eaw inod add to bie foewov sdf to noitom odT sowob sites’ one ee 
tabhel oqor odt rmeds reba bovecq tact eovew ods doiw quntllor-diod pk vel 
dent Of jay o2. ti dei abyss ta pet niall SY at Oe ee 
boow odw mem oct to zene boftilqy ody otni agbbel off Jo baw 19wel off mond” 
_ bre suckraxed yloonanme ‘gp & asw gnibessesb noeisq ort. svipzex ot 
of 99n nse-edt ott grils? To insbions ont ai’ thaesr detgion boeeicn ti ctoich 
ode daucds odw snobs T 2 riai2 boewors asgreb to soneweqgs eld T ieei 
yheor od bar Uezied evade intsrmort sn ‘blnos ab « 
10 boqgote witend sd2 dee? zvonbis yas mohog7o li 
ion plan rnc re a 
‘a ham doucy on ifive awob tnow nos} of? “ti tos 
rood bad cs age) seat eo Ave vol be ch note 
sora an sesactsine fore bio ob yo9 dose. 


| vn ar igi” brow 


ova ph iar ys ay hae ithe het 





ee ee eee 














i, ’ a a 
oS) a ee hs 


welsome that made them feel as if they were arriving at an old friend’s house. 
Her goodness on this occasion has put the Community under a lasting obliga- 
tion of gratitude to her; many a prayer has been said for her in thanksgiving, 
and this Christian hospitality which she exercised with such good heartedness, 
established a friendship between her and the Sisters, especially with Mother 
‘Theodore. that lasted to the end of each one’s life. The first necessity of the 
Sisters on landing was to make their confession. Rev. Varilla came the next 
day after they had landed to hear their confessions: he heard them in the par- 
lor. of course, without confessional and surplice; to French Sisters who had 
never even heard of such a thing being done, it was intolerable; they could not 
feel that they had satisfied the conditions of the Sacrament of Penance. But, as 
they came to lead a missionet’s life in the New World, it was well to have a 
taste as soon as they had put their foot on it of the trials and privations they 
wete to expect in a country where Catholicity was only beginning to be estab- 
lished. Thev had the happiness to receive holy Communion on the 8th of Sep- 
tember, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, which was the third of their arrival, 
and one of the memorable days in the diary of their emigration. They remained 
about a week in Brooklyn getting ready for the journey to the far West. The 
Sisters were called to make a sacrifice that cost them a great deal. The Bishop 
of New York insisted on their leaving off their costume, and to travel in a secu- 
lar dress; he feared they might be exposed to insult or ill-treatment if they 
would be known as religieuses; to this they had to submit whatever unwilling- 
ness they might feel. There was no alternative but to provide themselves with 
dresses, shawls and bonnets. They did their best to disguise themselves, but 
they could not look like women of the world; to use their own expression they 
were neither like religieuses nor like ladies; and the mien that the worldly dress 
gave them was more ‘calculated to excite | aughter and ridicule than if they had 
appeared in their religious dress; and all was to no purpose for everywhere on 
the route they were recognized as Sisters: and well it was so for it was the 
character of religieuses, which showed itself in spite of disguise, that procured 
them the consideration given them on the road they had to travel; the very 
thing that was feared would draw on them rude and impolite conduct was the 
reason of the civility shown them all the way through, excepting one time, and 
this was only the unmannerly ignorance of the low class to which everybody is 
exposed. This was the most mortifying subjection they could be compelled to 
undergo, and one thing they did not expect. To speak of it and describe in 
exaggerated terms the ludicrous figure they made, rigged out in dress, shawl, 
and bonnet, was for a good while a frequent theme of a mirthful recreation. 
Whilst in Brooklyn Sister St. Theodore made a very favorable impression 
upon all those who became acquainted with her; to know, to admire, to esteem 
her generally followed each other closely. With some of them friendship 
ensued and an intercourse of mutual services through several years. 
When all was ready to proceed onward they bid adieu to their kind hostess 
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with many thanks for the friendliness and generosity with which she had 
opened her house to them. Madame Parmentier on her part felt a friendly 
solicitude and expressed a great concern, not knowing how they might fare on 
their long journey through a strange country and among a people whose lan- 
guage they neither spoke nor understood; and the dear lady was profuse in giv- 
ing recommendations and instructions how to get along. Their first halt was at 
Philadelphia to await Mr. Chartier, a Rev. gentleman from Canada who, 
though French, spoke English perfectly; this priest was himself going to Indi- 
ana, and the Bishop of New York learning that he was on his way there, 
invited him to join the Sisters and accompany them as their leader, and render 
them the service of attending to those things in travelling which a man only 
can properly see to. Their journey occupied a month from New York to St. 
Mary’s; they went through every mode of travelling; by steamboat, by railroad, 
by canal, and by stage. They suffered mostly from the unpleasant feeling of not 
understanding the language spoken around them, and of not being themselves 
understood by any person; on one occasion only, as has already been said, they 
met with some whose looks at them and the remarks they were making could 
not be mistaken for other than ridicule, but these persons were the vulgar, un- 
educated, who have no regard for strangers, especially if they be foreigners; 
but what could be properly called disrespect on account of being nuns, as 
Protestants denominate all religieuses women, none was shown them anywhere. 
They were long on the journey because there were casual delays at some places, 
which were then unavoidable owing to the changes that had to be made from 
one kind of conveyance to another. At every stopping place if there were Sisters 
of Charity (of Emmitsburg) they always lodged with them, from whom they 
received the welcome and kindness that characterize true hospitality, and for 
which those Sisters are justly renowned. It is not only when they are not in- 
commoded that they entertain kindly those who come to them, but even if they 
must resign their comfort and contrive to find room for everyone, they still 
receive strangers with perfect welcome, and they do it with so much pleasure 
that they never fail to make their visitors happy and at home. 

They came to Cincinnati in a steamboat and landed there. Bishop Purcell, 
who knew they were arriving, came to the boat to meet them and have them 
conducted to the Sisters of Charity. There they had another surprise; the Bishop, 
small in stature, came as is the usage of the clergy in this country in citizen’s 
clothes, and when they saw that little man approach them with friendly looks, 
_ they thought he was only some kind gentleman, and received him only with 
politeness due him as such; for, being accustomed to see Bishops always in 
purple and with signs of honor, and who never go to places of arrival to meet 
anybody, it did not strike them that this little gentleman was a Bishop, and it 
was only on introducing himself as Bishop of Cincinnati that they knew his 
episcopal dignity and gave him the reverential respect due Bishops as much as 
could be done in so public a place. It can be imagined how their looks and 
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manners must have told the embarrassment they felt to meet him where they 
could not observe all exterior reverence, and how Sister St. Theodore must have 
expressed in grateful terms their thanks for his condescending goodness to 
come himself and see they were properly attended to. Their surprise did not 
end here; it was greatly augmented when they saw the Bishop take hold of the 
trunks and, like a hand, help to carry their baggage out of the boat. Such a 
novel sight disconcerted them, but it was only the beginning of what they 
would have to get accustomed to in a country where religion is in primitive 
simplicity. 

At Cincinnati they got on another boat to continue down the Ohio until 
they would come to a point from which they could go to Vincennes by land; 
but they again stopped on the way for this reason. Hearing that Bishop de la 
Hailandiere was visiting the southern part of the diocese, and that he was in 
the neighborhood of Madison, where he would soon pass, they concluded to 
stop there and take advantage of the chance to see him sooner than they had 
expected. After a day or two he came; and here they again experienced the 
warping impression made when accidents lack what characterize an appearance, 
and felt how it pains when used to see anything perfect in exteriors, to behold 
it shorn of that which sets it off according to its state. The Bishop, as man, was 
handsome; a clerical exterior enhanced his natural gifts, and his fine person 
robed with the rich and beautiful costume of a bishop presented an appearance 
of dignity and elegance graced with an air of piety that both pleased and edi- 
fied. A bishop in the old country can keep himself intact in the exterior and 
can always appear in the dress and insignia of his rank and sacred character; 
but, in the country of missioners, a bishop cannot do it. He is in fact a pioneer 
of the Church; he must be in the condition of those who open a way on new 
ground and necessarily endure hardship and privation; and he must also suffer 
a cettain nudity in the apparel and signs that appertain to office. The Bishop 
had journeyed in going from one Catholic congregation to another through 
some portions of the State not yet settled; he had gone over the renowned 
“Western roads’ which could not always be travelled all the way by stage 
because in some parts there was no stage route and in others the road was at 
times too bad for the wheels of any vehicle to pass over it, and in such straits 
going on horseback was the only mode of getting through. The Bishop was 
accomplishing just such a trip when he met the Sisters. He was in citizen’s garb, 
his clothes were dingy with dust and speckled with stains of mud spatter and 
with that he was very much tanned and flushed from so much exposure to the 
summer sun and hot air of the season. Sister St. Theodore and the other Sisters, 
who had seen the Bishop at Ruille, had his appearance in mind as they had seen 
him there clad in the full purple, not a particle like a flaw in his whole attire 
and person; and, naturally, they could not think of him looking otherwise than 
the only way they had seen him; so that their surprise was not “‘an agreeable 
surprise’ when they saw him dressed as an ordinary man, so sunburnt, dust 
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and specks of dry mud on his clothes; his ring was all that told who he was. 
To them he appeared as if stripped of his external rights of episcopal grandeur, 
which they could not see without feeling bad. But this was only the passing 
sensation that first impressions give before we can control ourselves; it was only 
schooling them into their missioner’s life, and did not make them less happy 
to see the Bishop. He also was pleased to meet them, though he had not the 
chance to say much as this accidental meeting on the road gave only a sight of 
each other; the short interview caught in this way was but a visit of welcome to 
them on his part and of polite and friendly greetings between them; as for 
anything like a serious talk on matters to arrange, all was put off till they 
would meet in Vincennes. After this, the Sisters resumed their course down the 
river and landed for good at Evansville. From there they travelled in the stage 
to Vincennes and were kindly received by the Sisters of Charity with whom they 
remained about a week* waiting for the Bishop’s return. 


What took more time for the Sisters to get used to was to see priests in 
secular dress: this was the hardest to get reconciled with. It is really a trial that 
almost shakes faith for those who have never seen priests but in a soutane 
which gives an air of reverence and makes them appear not as men but as 
beings of a higher order distinguished by dress to show their sacred office of 
priesthood. The priests in Vincennes were mostly French priests, and it should 
have felt like home to see them, but as those they met on arriving were dressed 
like other men they could not look like priests in their eyes and it spoiled a 
little the pleasure of meeting them. One of them, Rev. J. Corbe, who afterwards 
became Rev. Superior of the Community, was known to one of the Sisters. He 
was, in France, preceptor of a son in a noble family, residing not far from the 
establishment where she was; she had seen him occasionally and had partial 
acquaintance with him. He had left that fine position some three years before 
to devote his ministry to a foreign mission which needed priests to plant the 
Church. In France, where the clergy observe great decorum of the priestly toilet, 
and as it became him too being an inmate of a high family, he was always 
carefully habited and in the utmost neatness of the clerical suit; he was so 
exact in this that he was remarked for the perfect fit and good material of what 
he wore, appearing at all times as tidy as suited his person and position. But in 
Indiana, the new field of Catholicity, the same could not be observed, and 
when he presented himself to the Sisters, he was hardly recognizable to the one 
who had known him in France. He was like the other priests in citizen’s dress 
and moreover the articles were rather of poor stuff; his pants were not even 
clear black, but of yellowish shade partaking of the butternut brown of the 
Hoosier and the “‘tout ensemble” of his toilet was not overly tidy. By this time, 
however, the first shock caused by the sight of such novelties having had its 
effect, they could see repetitions of the like without taking it too seriously; they 


* A pencil line has been drawn through “about a week” and “two weeks” has been 
written above it. 
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could even commence to smile at droll transformations purely accidental and 
necessarily incidental to the life of poverty and privations to which priests give 
themselves up so edifyingly in the missionary labors of a new country. They 
saw acted in real life what they had read in the Annals of the Propagation of 
Faith: here were before them samples of the hardship endured and self-sacrifice 
practiced by priests and religious who go to all parts of the world to propagate 
faith; and they beheld in them the kind of life they condemned themselves to 
in coming to join them as co-laborers in the work exclusively devoted to 
religion. They noticed too in their countrymen some change in disposition: 
there was not that gay vivacity, that manner so demonstrative of pleasure at 
meeting and making acquaintance which is strikingly characteristic of the 
French. Arriving fresh from France their manners had all the natural liveliness 
to express joyous greetings to friends and which renders meeting among the 
French so happy and joyful especially if long separation enhances the pleasure 
of meeting, or if it takes place with compatriots in a foreign land. That warm 
politeness, which is natural manners with the French, seemed in these they met 
to have been chilled by the new atmosphere they had breathed, and to have 
fallen to a latent state by contracting identity with the unculured surroundings 
of a new world. On their side they were full of animation to express unbounded 
pleasure at meeting, but their compatriots had lost the effusive manners of 
“Sunny France,” and their own warmth of feeling to meet them made a contrast 
which showed the power that foreign climes and people have to change and 
assimilate strangers into their own characteristics. Whatever disappointment 
they may have experienced, a feeling that either pains or disconcerts, it was 
good as a further initiation into the ordeal of sundry pains and sacrifices they 
would go through in getting naturalized to the ways of an adopted country; 
and gave them an idea how it would be necessary to assume a certain similar- 
ity of manners with the inhabitants for the proper success of the missionary 
duties they came to perform. 
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CHAPTER VI 
Arrival at St. Mary's — First Novices 


As soon as they had learned from the Bishop that St. Mary’s, near Terre 
Haute, was the location definitively chosen for the principal house of the Sisters 
of Providence, they prepared to start and finish their long journey by arriving 
at the place destined for them and taking possession of it as their home in 
Indiana. In the meantime, Rev. S. Buteux arrived in Vincennes; he came to meet 
the Sisters and conduct them to St. Mary’s; this priest was the pastor of that 
station and was going to be at the same time the chaplain of the Sisters together 
with some little authority as director of temporal matters. The country being 
entirely new to the Sisters, knowing neither the language nor the customs of the 
people, they needed some one to give them service in many things which, as 
strangers to everything around them, they could not attend to themselves; and 
he, as their chaplain, was the most proper person for it. He was pious, and he 
entered with great zeal into the capacity assigned him, but his good will was 
not sufficient; his singular disposition disqualified him for it, as it proved in 
the end. The importance that he conceived of the task to superintend the com- 
mencement of a religious foundation must have made him feel he must adopt | 
the air and habits of religious; he may have thought an ascetic look in him — 
was necessaty to inspire by his example, and insinuate thereby the perfect — 
religious observance he expected would reign in the Community about to | 
commence under his auspices. He was tall and spare in person, and had natur- 
ally a grave deportment, and a pious look blending with this, it gave his whole 
appearance that expression of mystical piety which leaves one in doubt whether 
what shows so piously be real or affected. He presented himself at the house 
of the Sisters of Charity and asked for the Superieure of the newly arrived 
Sisters; but, refusing the invitation to enter the parlor, Sister St. Theodore had 
to come to the door to receive him; being really very happy to see him and make 
his acquaintance, she went to meet him with a smiling face and friendly man- 
nets, for though a stranger to him, she could not feel as such, as he was already 
the presiding priest of the colony of Catholics with whom they were soon to 
share his pastoral care. She accosted him agreeably to her feelings, pleasure was 
foremost in the compliments she used to greet him with, which he exchanged in 
due form of politeness, but reservedly and in a few words; he immediately 
inquired when the Sisters would be ready to start; this being answered, she 
pressed him to walk in and take a seat, that there were other things to speak 
of and ask about; but he replied oravely, ‘ ‘This is all I have permission for.” 
Not overawed by this, she again begged him to come in showing by her 
insistances how much she desired he would; but the same answer was repeated: 
“This is all I have permission for’; and then bowing solemnly he withdrew. 
It was in one sense quite amusing, and in another it gave her misgivings that 
were afterwards fully realized. He did not delay long to make another visit; 
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it is to be supposed that he obtained the required permission to see the Sisters, 
and have the necessary understanding with them about the journey they would 
take together. All the preparation to be made at St. Mary’s of he Woods to 
provide a house for the Sisters on their arrival had been entrusted to Mr. 
Buteux and he had made a beginning of something, but nothing as yet could 
be called ready. However, this did not prevent the Sisters from going to the 
settlement and get domiciled as the place could best afford. It was not without 
some regret that they left Vincennes, for as it has been already said, they ex- 
pected to be located in the same town of the episcopal residence; but as it did 
not devolve on them to choose their site, they knew they must be satisfied with 
the one selected for them. Therefore they started in the stage accompanied by 
Mr. Buteux and travelled to their final destination. When they reached Terre 
Huate it was too late to cross the river Wabash, and had to wait till next day. 
It was the most unfavorable time of the year, the bottom land was partially 
overflowed and most difficult to pass. It was on the morning of October 22nd, 
1840, a day memorable as the arrival of the Sisters at St. Mary’ s, that they pre- 
sented themselves at the ferry to cross the river; they were in the private con- 
veyances that came from St. Mary’s to bring them to their new home. These 
conveyances, both for passengers and freight, were tough and heavy wagons, 
strong enough to wheel through the wild roads of the land. The Sisters had had 
a good idea of a “Western toad” since they had staged it from Evansville, but 
what had been passed did not compare with what was to come; they had now 
before them the choicest speciment of the far famed ‘ ‘Western roads.” For a 
preliminary in worthy keeping with the rest that would follow, they had to wait 
on the bank of the river to be ferried across from early in the morning till late 
in the afternoon; other wagons that had arrived before them were passed first, 
and as the river was high and the current strong, it took a good while to ferry 
each party across, so that their time came only then. Having crossed the Wa- 
bash they found themselves in what is called the “Bottom,” which was in parts 
entirely under water, and in others some surface rose above it, so that in pass- 
ing it they went from one to the other: at one time horses and wagons plodded 
through mud and slop, sinking deep into sloughs every few steps, and then 
plunging into water half way up, going over stumps and logs at the imminent 
danger of upsetting, jolting in all directions as to make it difficult to keep one’s 
seat, and with it, bruising the poor body most unmercifully. Four miles’ travel 
over such a road took the rest of the day, and it was, of course, very late when 
the vehicles stopped, and Mr. Buteux announced that they were arrived at “St. 
Maty’s’; they had to be told it, for it did not much differ from the forest they 
had been driving through. The house they were going to stood beyond a ravine 
that could not be passed by a team, having neither a bridge nor a wagon road 
across it, which obliged them to alight and walk to the house. Sister St. Theo- 
dore used to tell that when she saw the place they were coming to her strength 
failed her, and it was with difficulty she was able to walk down the ravine, 


25 






212i ott oe ot eprint ie en nL IGO os 
at “abooW od 30 2tyaNe ve a ‘bem’ od of 00H | 
blao> pbobsecrlnc tripe 3 aay god 8 
om) of paiog noteke, TSV SIC] FON. OUD Bie 
ied pm anw if epee: ey aeld en 
x9 yar? bine ybuoile asad ead ti. 
bib: ti en jue! voodebizas Iago: 
djiw: -borsiice acl sesiert war 
yd beinectoton sgede oct iB Sune edi 
-oneT Barbar youd cad W | | 
i sae tid gw. f back dien aaah es ce pools teukh 
pe enw. berg! motted ods nye ott Yo sont) pie yee ww 

$6 rdohO Jo gnigion sii do zaw 3 Zot ot Slo 1s9en hint beware | 
sag yor jad? .2:yunM :42 3g enstei? sdf to lavivig edt es. DARIO yab « Ob8E 
16> sinving silt ob snew yodt ;19vh addy 2aen9 of yxiot ont te dovloemm Pere 
geolT srrind wort siodd of madi gaid ot eye 92, cont senate apomyey. 
anonsw qreed bos dywor ovow. diegion) bas emgnseeng 108 titod zosnayownes “4 
bed bad exsdeid sdT .basl odt to ebsor blive ott dguords. josdw-od geo - 8 
jud. ollivens ie pet $f srg barf ils sonra “fear a. 8 lo mbiboog sp ‘ 

















‘ ea -- a 

by se 
a3 : vp 
te ae a eh 






staf Hid gaimorr ac oi yes cio zone beined od of rovin odd loaland edt ae : 
dail beeeeq sxow molt soled bavins bad tact anogew rdto ;noomedte smh 
, yn} of alich bods, ¢ ood 41 norte inariua od} baa gist eave revi od en bam Oia i 
Wot bowo gniveH po vino saci tonite sae ete NS ae 
se zew thick “quio®” ody bolle> ei sectw nk eoviseeneds-bauel ods . 
Fart i pally” avods sor aoehue smoe zarlto. mi bas rene aor yan iy 

bsbbolq znogsw baa eseior, omit ono 4 niodto ot of-ene mont inow yodtdigmh | 
gers boa Se pv kb ic eget deutags samt. plist te 8. | 
Jinaniomii odd is 2gof bas eqrune yv0 gniog qu ysw Und 
eee ot slot smh or ooakumt lt Gell ean a 
beentt 'antion wo ylniioeman deom vhod wood oft anieknd: iw bas ,3e92 x) 
norte s4nl view setuoo Jo 2aw ff hn hadi ad 8s aaty tana i Aare, 4 


$ 
= 





ane 











42" is bovinia siaw ye tert besovonns xuptudl. AM bre’ veer we 
ie yo epybenny acl wr ys 4 barons’ 
oniver e baiesd bogie ob gaiog S19, ¥ dT id 3 gativinb: 
beut. eh ohaesrye sgh pW 4 a G09 
Sire oe sifgile of 
pf a A as 


cross the little stream below on a log, and come up to the rude habitation they 
were conducted to. It seemed to her as if they came to bury themselves in the 
wilderness; for what prospect of a school in the woods where there were no 
families, no population? What ground was there for works of mercy in such a 
place? These mental inquiries passed swiftly in her mind as she trod for the 
first time the forest soil which she would cultivate and make flourish for tem- 
poral and spiritual good. 

A brick building had been commenced for the dwelling of the Sisters, but 
it was not sufficiently finished to be occupied. Mr. Buteux had, consequently, 
made atrangements with Joe Thralls, whose family lived close by, to share his 
house of three rooms with the Sisters until theirs could be completed; he 
obligingly consented, and it is in his house that the Sisters found lodging as 
they could. On arriving their first act was to go before the Blessed Sacrament 
and adore. Mr. Buteux led the Sisters to the chapel which was nothing more 
than a very small log house in all the native roughness of those pioneer huts; 
the spaces between the logs were filled with clay, or ‘“daubed”’ as the local term ~ 
has it, and the rough boards that formed the floor were unsteady under the 
feet; they tilted at every step taken; this little log hut served at the same time 
for the lodging of the priest; his bed was in one corner almost opposite the , 
altar. When Sister St. Theodore saw where our Lord reposed, it revived all her — 
courage; she was ready to endure any privation, since He took His abode in a 
place so poor and humble. She often spoke of the impression she received, and — 
of the thoughts she had while she knelt in adoration; the moment was very 
overpowering, it was a solemn date that commenced a new era of life for her. 
After this, four postulants were presented to her; they had been three months* 
at St. Mary’s under the direction of Mr. Buteux awaiting the arrival of the 
French Sisters: two persevered and were her first children in this country; the 
other two left, one was dismissed not long after, and the other remained long 
enough to receive the habit; more of her history will be related in its own 
place. Being installed in their share of the house they began to unpack and 
arrange everything to the best of the room they had, to answer domestic put- 
poses and settle themselves into a home. They suffered every inconvenience in 
so poor and narrow quarters, which would be difficult to detail, and necessarily 
endured much hardship too, all of which can be better imagined than described. 
They did not live very long in the same house with the family; the original 
idea was changed: the brick house that was intended for the Community build- 
ing was finished and fitted for a “pensionnat’ or boarding school, and the 
Sisters** bought out Mr. Thralls, who moved away leaving them the whole of 


* Line drawn through the word “months” and the word “weeks” written above it 
in pencil. 
** Line drawn through the word ‘'Sisters” and the word “Bishop” written above it in 


pencil. 
26 





sud 2xatai8 se se MeO pets ema 
eHineupenans yivpigel, cbaiguasn: 
zie! Sanda of yedogoly bewil, yin peor Alea 
od pbayhigaiga ad Lhvoo mia) diten, axptelé) ' 
za griigho fowot moaieie ot sedi aevodend ai 
doorman beers! odt motsd-og01 eayr, onky se 
rot anidion gaw doirtve doqmely orld od -graieid gilt J 
edu 199n019 aearld Io paroruckg ison avidsin: onld Ths sh oh 
max) lurol od3.2n, ‘asduab' 10.,x01o dikw boll stow epobiestt: 


ort isha ybasizay siow ico sci bom) snd pra ‘bas 
amit omnse oft to bowree id gol olsail isl: pyeig® ore 


odd siieaqgqo toms 299002, 900 Ai saw bed vid 
| rad Ue boviver.ti beeaqe: bred 2uo svecdve wwe: pan 
8 oi sbods 2iH doot 9H, ognie idoitariag yr sxubng.o8 ybesr 
| bas, .bavisze: ade noizenqshi adt to wloga natio ofd oideusd. 

“yiey exw Jasmom. sci :nolteiobs ni ilond sde:slicw bad, ode 

aad 103 stil to a9 wor « beonarmmon tect stab amoloe » enw th 


*etinom sends, nead bad yadd ped of botoaeery saw emnalayeod mod 
- ott. do, levine self gaitiows musi aM to aongetth edt sxebay 






ani syatauen zi? ai aaablid> teat wed s20ve bas baewogg owt sexsi domast 
griol 6 tiecno1 19dio 93 bus gots paol ton boveimeib 2sw ono diel oviaoiiio 
awa. zi oi betelor od Miw qroiaid ae ko siene :tided ont svisver of slguons: 
bog Arsgna. od neged vad aaiod adi Yo suede sion ab balinteni: gail’ ooakg: 
uq, aiteemoh, rowers of bid ys) minor olf 20, feod ‘det of gaidiyes sgaeane 
nj sonvicsynooni yrove berive wdT mods oini-eovisentens. oft 29204) 
_iteeeapen Le dnt o sai luo die mata women bn 0G OB 
” bodineoh asdi banigeeai axtted od nso doidw.tofs, oot qidebaed. dour oF 


iro oft ;ylional edi div: seuod smae oi ni gool ov. 
Kephgrecy ite legees ve 
afi bas Joods, gnibarod 10 “isanoianod’ m. 10) bettih. 
Yo alot adi met gniveal yews bavoun owe alld M4 


a aren ah, poh Bene Be, "s 
ne, ee wr ae ‘ Lee 


vin Taal bac at bine 


Ears bet gs se it bh! 





os whit 
Bt 

ae Sa 
4 Be ye 

ia y ; mc 
; a > Oe er, 

t ‘ vei eh a 

PR ae Fras ih 

; AAS 
* rar TyGh payee tobi pam 


a : 
aH 


airs 199A 
eye 42 ta 






i 
a 
i 


r 


x 1 = ome _ 7 - a <0 
7 F . J Su ad — 
= “4 P -_ —- 
_ * . 7 a « 
. 7 < - “ _ _— ¥ 
¥ " bs “ : a q 2 _ oon 
_ 4 - 7 — 
= 4 4 , 5 a E- “ _ ts * > 
4 - ; . 7 “yy P 5 7" _~ es? — 
. “ ye 
: : = 2 7° o i ~ 
. > a?y } F -_ - 
7 5 > c a “ “a “ y — 3 2 aan 
< . a 7 we * — a = = anal a r 
= x a =, a. = oat _ Sy 
= os - a a. 
- o - - Meari 2 - ee Po = a Tae — - a 
— : ina “1 : a 7 - 
ae = , 































the little frame barrack which was enlarged and became the Community house; 
it was occupied as such till “Providence” was built, thirteen years afterwards. 

The Bishop of Vincennes soon came to visit the Sisters to see how they 
were situated and provide for their wants. He heard the Sisters call Sister St. 
Theodore ‘‘Sister Superieure’; he told them she was their Mother and they 
must address her by that title. They conformed to his wish immediately for it 
pleased them much to give her a name which expressed so perfectly the senti- 
ments of their heart towards her; from that time she was known to all by the 
name of “Mother Theodore.” The first winter the Sisters had a great trial. 
Mother had a long and dangerous sickness; she was on the point of death, the 
last Sacraments were administered to her; but although her life seemed gone, 
the most fervent supplications were still addressed to heaven that the life of 
one upon whom so much depended might be spared. Those prayers were heard 
when hope had left every bosom; a favorable change took place and from that 
time she gradually recovered until she regained her usual health. During the 
continuance of her illness, the Sisters suffered an intense anxiety, for they saw 
no alternative if she died, the mission could not be continued, as she was the 
only one qualified by uniting in herself all the requisites of mind, virtue and 
and capacity to carry on the work and succeed in establishing a Community 
under the existing circumstances. The Bishop of Vincennes, also, was greatly 
alarmed and afflicted; he prayed most earnestly, and at the crisis when the 
approach of death appeared certain, he knelt immovable for more than an 
hour, and when he arose he looked hopeful. It could be that it was his earnest 
prayer that prevailed. At the return of spring, she was well enough to begin 
and take business in hand; from this dates her active and useful life in Indiana, 
which embraced a period of fifteen years and a half. Her attention was divided 
between the spiritual instruction of the Sisters and the exterior occupation of 
temporal affairs. 

Improvements were commenced: that is, land was cleared, fenced in, and 
put under cultivation; roads were made, and buildings erected: all this was 
done under her immediate direction. She wrote much, her correspondence being 
extensive, and the business writing of the Community, though in its beginning, 
was of itself considerable. She was out a good deal directing the labor, and she 
had to receive all those who came on business of any kind, for she made all the | 
purchases that supplied the daily wants. Yet with this multiplicity of duties 
she seldom missed giving her every day instruction at its regular hour. She 
frequently came from bargaining with men, and right away turned her mind 
to a religious subject and gave an admirable instruction as if she had prepared 
herself for it. St. Mary's began to assume a different aspect; many Catholic 
families came to live in its neighborhood, and it soon changed to progress from 
a wilderness to a cultivated and settled country. 

Like all foundations of religious establishments, St. Mary’s had its begin- 
ning in poverty; it was necessary for industry and good management to use to 
best advantage the resources sent by Providence. In the fall of 1842 an accident 
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happened which straitened still more the means of living. The little farm, most 
of it newly tilled ground, had yielded a good crop of wheat, and its harvest was 
carefully stored in the barn, being the main dependence for bread in the com- 
ing year. It was Sunday morning, a bright autumn day, when fire took in an 
adjacent log house occupied by men in service; their carelessness in smoking 
set fire to something from which flames were immediately communicated to the 
barn. The weather was warm and everything dry. The fire made rapid progress, 
there was no water power to extinguish it, and the greatest efforts made by all 
the persons of the household and some of the neighbors who ran in haste to 
help, were entirely unavailing to save even a portion of the wheat. Resignation 
to God's Will was never wanting to Mother, and her courage was always equal 
to the trials she met with; but this was a most trying incident, the provision of 
flour gone, and no fund on hand with which to replace it by a purchase! Her 
countenance told the painful thoughts that filled her mind as she stood and 
beheld the fire consuming the barn to the ground. She was breathless and over- 
heated from the exertions she had made to help in trying to put out the fire. 
for it was only when she found that efforts were utterly useless that she stopped 
trying and only looked on, undoubtedly making an act of profound resignation 
joined with firm confidence in Him Who gives and takes away, but never 
leaves unprovided those who trust in His Providence. 

This accident was an additional misfortune to something that had hap- 
pened some months before, and which had drawn upon the Sisters the ill will 
of several of the town’s people; these two calamities joined to warp the means 
of subsistence. It has been said that Mother found at her arrival four postulants 
ready to enter the novitiate: one of them was a religious who had left her own 
Community to unite with the Sisters of Providence, actuated, as she professed, 
by motives of greater good. The Sisters from France would naturally contend 
with difficulties arising from their not knowing the language and the customs 
of the country, and this Sister judging how useful she might be to them made, 
apparently, a sacrifice of her community ties to give herself to a new mission 
where her services would be more valuable than in her order, which was well 
supplied with able subjects. However, she was not what she affected to be: she 
was full of artful piety with which she completely imposed upon others. 
(The handwriting changes here) 

She was looked upon as the greatest acquisition, and such was the opinion of 
her religious perfection that she was considered another St. Theresa. She wished 
a certain position over all the Sisters, not even excepting the Mother Superieure 
so that she could the better serve as a medium between them and their new 
acquaintances, the inhabitants of the country; and be, in fine, a general adviser 
on matter of new customs and the new people to deal with. This person became 
the cause of much trouble; she had to be borne with, and to submit, in some 
measure, to her sway, more on account of having been held in such high esteem 
than for any great use she was to the Sisters. But she played herself out in a 
little more than a yeat’s time; she was obliged to come down from the com- 
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manding position that had been given her, and finally, she had to be dismissed. 
To do this was like a severe operation that a body must go through for the 
sake of preserving life. Though it was winter (1842) and hard travelling over 
bad roads, Mother went to Vincennes in a private conveyance to go and make 
representations to the Bishop. God permitted that his eyes should be opened to 
the real spirit of that Sister. He came to S. Mary’s to examine her case more 
closely, and it was by his direction, being present in the house while it was 
being done, that she was dismissed. To finish telling about her will be a digres- 
sion, but it may be well to do it. She was educated by the Sisters* of Charity, 
perhaps gratuitously; she called herself a convert, but as her name shows Irish 
parentage, she may have grown up as if a Protestant from the neglect of her 
parents, or from being an orphan. From what could be learned of her early 
history, it would seem as if she had been harbored and educated by the charity 
of the Sisters. One thing is evident, which is that she had no religious spirit, 
and not even true Catholic faith; it is likely that she became a Sister to elevate 
herself, and enjoy in religion a position which her low standing in society could 
not give her in the world, for she had worldly manners and was fond of admi- 
tation. She was one of those singular beings endowed with strange powers, and 
who figure in places where the enemy of souls employ agents to trouble the 
work of God. She could faint and spit up blood when it suited her purpose to 
do the one or the other. When the Sisters arrived at St. Mary’s and took off the 
secular dress they had travelled in, to put on their religious costume, this person 
seeing them in their habit, fainted, as if from interior anguish at finding herself 
deprived of the happiness of wearing the garb of religion. It is true, she did 
wish to be vested immediately by privilege, not from extraordinary piety, but 
for the distinction it would confer on her, together with the advantage it would 
at once give her; and she played off this fainting to gain her end. At night she 
would hear strange sounds; one night especially, she awoke the person who 
roomed with her, and asked het if she heard the rappings at the door; she was 
out of bed, looked unnatural, and went from one door to the other to find at 
which one these rappings were. Her room-mate heard nothing, but she was 
seized with fear to see that Sister so strangely moved, and having looks that 
gave the idea of an evil spirit. Rev. N. J. Perche, who became Archbishop of 
New Orleans, a great friend of Mother Theodore, visited St. Mary's about this 
time, end of Dec. 1841; being told of this Sister he wished to see her without, 
however, making her a visit. The occasion given him to see her was in showing 
him the building of the pensionnat. In leading him through the house, he had 
to pass the apartment she occupied. Mr. Perche was an “ecclesiastic of much 
spiritual knowledge, and a discerner of spirits. He looked at her and addressed 
her a few words as he went through; but it was enough to judge of the state 
she was in. He pronounced her beset by the demon, arn ae for the 
unusual sounds she heard at night, and the unnatural looks that her person 
assumed. 


* The word “Sisters” is written over an erased portion, and the words “‘of Charity” 
are inserted in pencil. 
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CHAPTER VII 
Troublesome Events. Mother Goes to France. 


(This still continues in the other handwriting) 

We go back to where the digression commenced. This dismissal made a 
sensation in Terre Haute, and, as is always the case when a nun leaves the con- 
vent and makes her complaints public, Protestants warmly espoused her cause; 
so that she became for a while very popular in town; and, what is strange, even 
some Catholics took her part. The lady at whose house she stopped was a pious 
widow lady, and the first among the Catholics of the place; even this person 
ceased to be friendly, and as far as common charity would permit, she cut 
acquaintance with the Sisters. The hard feelings thus (Mother Mary Cecilia’s 
handwriting begins with the following words) raised continued for some 
months, and settling itself into something determined, it was at its height when 
the accident of the fire occurred. The Sisers, being strangers, could not com- 
mand credit with everybody, they were not only foreigners, but they were 
“nuns,” and prejudice was great in those days. There was one merchant with 
whom the Sisters had open account; he very liberally gave them credit to suit 
their time and means; and according to the custom of store keepers at that age 
of “early settlers,” he kept everything thta might be called for: his store was 
stocked with dry goods, wares, groceries, in fine whatever was saleable. It was 
a great advantage to get goods from him, as his assortment embraced all the 
articles in general use, and they could rest quiet about the time of payment. 
This man (Mr. Crawford) though a Protestant, was good and obliging to the 
Sisters; but he, too, caught the feeling against them on account of that creature, 
and it happened to develop itself when it would come the hardest, for, not 
long after the loss by fire, Mother sent as usual an order to his store for some 
things, and she got for answer a few lines stating without explanation, that he 
could no longer give credit, and wished to close accounts with the Sisters. When 
Mother read the note she was for a moment overpowered—the provision of 
flour burned—no money—no credit! She remained silent, her looks fixed, as 
when all our feelings are concentrated on a painful reality. 

The two following years were the time of the greatest scarcity; it was the 
period of poverty worthy of “early days.” A strict economy had to be practiced, 
and with all that, privation was endured in food and raiment. It was at this 
time, too, that Mother went to France, and was absent 
(The handwriting changes here) 
pretty near a year. The living was extremely scanty; the food consisted chiefly 
of corn bread and pork and not always enough of that; the table could hardly 
be poorer than it was. The same with regard to wear—shoes were scarce; any 
kind that could be got was worn without regard to what suits the season, and 
they were used to the last—so the feet were covered, it was a happy thing. 
Clothes were mended and patched without end; but in nothing did this poverty 
and patching show more than in the skirts of the Sisters: some had the different 
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colors of black, green, and brown, being made of unlike pieces; others were so 
patched that the whole skirt was one piece of patches. After Mother’s return 
from France things began to have a better aspect. The School at St. Mary’s, and 
other places, commenced to yield proceeds and the state of poverty was gradu- 
ally ameliorated. At the period of her death, the Community had already for 
some years enjoyed sufficiency of everything, but it had not yet attained abun- 
dance, this came only several years afterwards. The difficulties which the foun- 
dation met with are all connected with Mother Theodore; and in giving her 
life, they must necessarily be spoken of. It seems good to do it, for it will show 
the Sisters that their Community is the work of God, because these difficulties 
wete a warfare raised against it by the power of darkness. It is a truth known 
to all that whatever is a work of God will always be opposed by the devil; 
seeing this it will make them esteem and cherish their Community the more, 
and duly prize the worth it much have before God. To understand religious 
life, or how religious societies should be governed, is not given to everybody. 
This is proved in the life of St. Theresa; she was censured and opposed by 
priests and bishops who denounced her, and condemned the reform she was 
inspired to make. Learned as they must have been and pious as they could have 
been, they did not understand her conduct, nor esteem what she was doing, 
though it was a mission given her by our Lord Himself. The first Rev. Father, 
already mentioned, had his peculiar views of a religious life, and daily inter- 
fered with the interior government of the Community; his interference became 
sO gtievous, and so impossible to get along with, that at Mother’s representa- 
tion, he was removed at Chaplain. After he left he carried on slyly* against the 
Community, not to harm it, for he loved it very much, but just to oppose 
Mother Theodore as Superieure; to judge by his conduct, it must have been to 
bring about Mother’s removal, and get a chance of returning to the position 
he had before. All this was painful for Mother, that there should be such 
difficulties with the priest to whom was entrusted the nascent state of the 
‘Community. This tells enough and shows hat instead of the help and consola- 
tion looked for, pain and trouble came to harass. About this time, that is, when 
he had been dismissed as chaplain, an anonymous letter, dated at Cincinnati, 
was addressed to the Superieures of Ruille, reporting against “Sister St. Theo- 
dore.”’ It described the Sisters as being very unhappy on account of the way she 
governed them, and conducted the mission. Mother was immediately notified 
by the Superieure of this report. She wrote in answer to explain; but, as writing 
is not satisfactory where there is much to say, and having other matters to 
settle, she resolved to go to France; having put things in the order she could 
leave them, she started in the spring of 1843. The case did not require much 
explanation; the Superieure suspected from the first that it was a means em- 
ployed to remove Mother from St. Mary’s. This persecution did not accomplish 
the end aimed at; the Community was molested by trial, but not destroyed. 


* The words ‘‘a correspondence’’ are inserted here in pencil. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
Mother Returns to Indiana. Troublesome Events (continued) 


(This still continues in the other handwriting) 


The return to the United States was via New Orleans. Mother and her 
little colony, consisting of five persons, besides herself, embarked at Havre, the 
last of November 1843. The late season suggested a southern course to avoid 
the icy navigation of a northern latitude. The passage was long and stormy; 
New Orleans was not reached till the last of January. The Ursuline Nuns 
received Mother and her company with great kindness and generous hospitality. 
Mother's health being poor, a rough sea voyage came hard on her, and she fell 
sick as soon as she landed. When her sickness had lasted some two weeks, 
and no prospect of getting well enough to travel before a month, she deter- 
mined to send forward all her company, except one that she kept to take care 
of her. To leave Mother behind in that state, now knowing but she might die 
there, was to the writer a most severe trial: the grief she felt and being obliged 
to keep back her tears, caused an anguish so poignant that, verily, such an 
intenseness of pain could be a death stroke if its crisis would be prolonged; 
but, as it is not designed that we succumb under every acute sorrow, it gets 
moderated before life can be endangered. This party arrived at St. Mary’s dur- 
ing Lent and Mother came some time after Easter. She stopped at Vincennes 
and was detained there awhile. After an interview with the Bishop, Mother 
returned to St. Mary’s to the great joy of the Sisters. The Community had been 
in no small concern about Mother, her illness at New Orleans, and the difh- 
cultiees she would meet with had given fears and caused much anxiety;* and 
her arrival was a great relief, a genuine happiness and a matter of true rejoic- 
ing. In the spring of 1847, Mother visited Vincennes the last of all the estab- 
lishments which in that year numbered five. She was there late in the season, 
for though the number of missions was small, yet it took much time to make 
the round; there was not yet a railroad to any of the points she had to go, and 
all the travel had to be done by stage routes, steamboats, and canal boats. 
After travelling she fell sick and had to remain in Vincennes. She sent home 
the Sister who had accompanied her; this Sister brought the news of the state 
to which Mother was reduced. On hearing this two Sisters got ready and 
started immediately for Vincennes to see Mother and be with her. It is true 
she was with Sisters as we had a mission there, the Sisters of Charity having 
vacated the place; but the Sisters at home could not rest if they did not stir and 
show their devotedness to Mother. She continued sick and remained disabled 
from travelling for about ten days perhaps longer;** it cannot be called to 


* A pencil notation in Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting reads as follows: (It is a 
real injustice not to mention Mother’s trials from the Bishop. S.M.T.) 
** A pencil notation in Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting reads as follows: “3 


weeks it is learned from the diary.” 
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mind exactly. It was at this time, 1846 to 1847, owing to some displeasure the 
Bishop threw off his quality of Superior, and appointed Rev. John Corbe, who 
was chaplain, the Superior of the Community.* By our Constitutions the 
Bishop is the Superior proper of the Community. By the tenure of these Con- 
stitutions there should be no intermediary Rev. Superior between the privy 
Council and the Bishop and Mother remarked that after Father Corbe’s time 
there would be no other Rev. Superior but the Bishop himself, unless an extta- 
ordinary reason would demand that for a time a delegate will be appointed as 
a substitute. Father Corbe’s office was more nominal than real, because all 
affairs of any note had to be settled with the Bishop notwithstanding there 
being a Rev. Superior. Vincennes after the annual retreat was a doubtful mat- 
ter; there was no knowing how they might fare under such a manifest dis- 
pleasure of the Bishop. In this fear of what might happen Sister St. Francis 
proposed to accompany the Sisters herself, and remain in Vincennes at the head 
of the establishment till matters would be accommodated, or the expected 
change would actually take place. Sister St. Francis was of a delicate com- 
plexion,* and had a very frail health but her virtue and intelligence were 
gteatly above the ordinary, which fitted her to be employed near Mother, for 
no officers had as yet been elected. It was only then for an emergency that she 
could be spared to go anywhere and be absent for a while. It required a cour- 
ageous spirit and a great firmness to face the difficulties that would rise and 
she was the one suited to bear the brunt of the trying time. Sister remained 
there about two months and she with the other Sisters had sundry grievances 
to suffer though there was no formal censure on them and they bore all in 
silent durance and withal wanting in nothing of the respect due to the Bishop. 
This lasted till the expected change, hinted above, took place, which was the 
arrival of the Bishop’s successor, for finding himself beset with trouble he had 
sent his resignation to Rome, and being accepted, a successor had been given 
him. As soon as the Rt. Rev. John Bazin, the Bishop elect, arrived Sister St. Fran- 
cis had an interview with him and explained the existing difficulties. It seemed 
that he understood them clearly at once, because without any delay for inquiry 
he kindly restored to the Sisters the free exercise of those things that had 
suffered a restriction. This seems the right place to speak of Sister St. Francis 
as she was so closely connected with Mother. All persons who are attached to 
a cause are not qualified nor capacitated to assist by deeds the party they side 
with; hopes, prayers and devoted feelings are all that the generality can give at 
such times; everybody has not an efficient talent, nor enabled to act as well as 
to feel; the good will may be there, and the firm adherence may never fail, but 
that is all. Sister St. Francis has already been spoken of as a person of merit, 
by her virtue and qualities: her love of the Community was blended with the 


* A pencil notation in Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting reads as follows: ‘‘Date 
incorrect. See Diary 1844.” 
* The word ‘“‘constitution’” is written in pencil above the word “complexion.” 
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love of God and her affection for Mother drew its purity and ardor from the 
same divine love with which her heart was so full. Thus qualified, she was the 
most able to act with Mother, and to be her bosom help and adviser in getting 
through troubles of no ordinaty kind. Undoubtedly Mothetr’s virtue, strength 
and capacity were great and equal to any difficult duty she might have, but the 
most capable need some counsel and support in conducting what is arduous. 
The weight of responsibility may at times trouble the judgment of the one 
who must execute; the dread of consequences may cause hesitancy in the will; 
whereas an associate, being freer from causes that would disturb the delibera- 
tions of the mind, can consider more calmly and suggest ideas that give clear- 
ness to thought and can impart advices that fortify courage. Bishop de la Hail- 
andiere no doubt had only good intentions in all that he did, having his own 
understanding on matters upon which difference existed. He had the virtues 
and habits of an exemplary ecclesiastic: he was most worthy of esteem and 
was truly admirable, while there must have been something very peculiar in 
his disposition. These affairs are related somewhat at length, simply to tell all 
the trials Mother had to contend with in the foundation of the Community, 
and to show forth what virtue and firmness were needed to go through them. 
With a little reflection it is easy to know what she must have suffered to be 
obliged to oppose the Bishop in any thing; for, besides the religious veneration 
due a prelate, she honored him for his clerical virtues, and had a filial regard 
for him as the founder of St. Mary’s. She then had to sacrifice many a private 
feeling, and was well exercised in the virtues of humility, charity, and patience. 
To do all in the right spirit required supernatural virtue; and a great soul only, 
great by election, and great by grace with God, can be called to perform exttra- 
ordinary service for spiritual good and which necessarily demands extraordinary 
virtue and capacity. 
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CHAPTER IX 
Troubles Cease. Deaths. 


(This still continues in the other handwriting) 


When the change of Bishop took place these difficulties ceased. The imme- 
diate successor, Right Rev. John Bazin, lived but a few months and had no time 
to do much in the government of the diocese. Bishop de Saint Palais was the 
one who really succeeded to the affairs of the church; and, under his adminis- 
tration, Mother had no more the same things to contend with. The Community 
had all facility to develop itself (Mother Mary Cecilia’s handwriting begins 
here) and progress in growth: the personnel had a good annual increase, and 
resources for pecuniary means had more opening. After a while, the little frame 
building which had served the Sisters for ten years became much too small for 
their number, and was far from having the accommodations indispensable for 
convenient use and good order. To have a larger house became a necessity, and 
without having a fund in reserve to begin with, Mother resolved to put up a 
conventual building, suitable in size and accommodations to answer the pur- 
poses of a Mother-house. Providence was to furnish the means, but withal 
Mother calculated on what she could depend for the sums she must have on 
hand to meet the current payments, as they would fall due. Money had to be 
borrowed and sought where it could be got on loan; she also interested some 
able friends whose generosity conrtibuted by donation. All things being ready 
the work was commenced in the summer of 1851, and the house finished in 
two years: there was no suspension of contract, the work went on without stop- 
ping, but at that time such a work could not be done so fast as at a later date; 
most of the material came from a distance, and transportation was slower then. 


The Sisters moved into it in August 1853; it was an occasion of great 
rejoicing and of joyful thanks to God. At that period, when improvements 
wete only at their start, the building was truly grand and spacious; it had 
sufficient style and finish to give it a handsome appearance, and standing on a 
ground surrounded by wild woods, it was lofty and imposing and presented 
the mystic grandeur of a convent. One of the wings was fitted up for a chapel, 
though not finished off to be a permanent one; it was so superior to what had 
served for a chapel until then that when the Sisters saw it fixed up and ready 
for Divine Service, they felt happy beyond measure; gladness was on every 
countenance and joyful expressions met in joyous confusion. Those who were 
present can not forget the eve of entering the house to live in it; on the next day 
the last moving of things from old Providence was to be made; and at six in the 
evening the possession was to be completed by having the religious exercises of 
that hour performed in the new chapel; and to be followed by the first meal ta- 
ken in the new domicile and the first night slept within its walls. It was but a few 
days before the retreat, and many of the Sisters had arrived from the missions. 
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We went through the house and looked at all the rooms and apartments; and 
in the evening we met in the chapel; the new altar, simple, but pretty, was 
decorated with beautiful flowers, and with other ornaments entirely new. It 
was ready for the blessing of next morning, which was to make the Blessed 
Sacrament a permanent Dweller in the tabernacle fresh finished! Mass had 
been said in it since a few mornings, but on a temporary altar, and the con- 
secration was only for Mass and the communicants; but now, all was com- 
pleted, and this new chapel would, on the morrow, be installed in the regular 
order of Divine Service. The little sanctuary looked lovely; in our eyes the altar 
was beautiful! And we felt happy beyond all power of words to convey. The 
chapel not yet being made sacred by the presence of the B. Sacrament, we were 
free to talk and give full scope to our expressions of joy and happiness. One 
of us said to Mother, “This cannot be for every day, it is too beautiful, it can 
only be for great feast days.” Mother experienced much happiness (The hand- 
writing changes here) at this moment, it was like a ray of that bliss which the 
Saints in Heaven must feel in the enjoyment of the recompense awarded them 
for their labors on earth. This building, which could not but be costly, was put 
up without running into any great debt; when finished and accounts balanced, 
what remained (Mother Mary Cecilia’s handwriting again begins here) due 
was far less than it was thought it would be. It was done with God’s blessing, 
and was conducted by the superior management of Mother, and with the 
cooperation of all the Sisters. Union among themselves, love for Mother, and 
devoted attachment for St. Mary’s, were at a very high degree. The Sisters on 
mission practiced great savings and deprived themselves of all but the neces- 
sary in order to put aside as much as they could of their school earnings and 
gie it towards the expense of the building. Their devotedness was so great, 
and so pleasing to Mother, that she spoke of it publicly to commend it, and 
thank the Sisters. The success of the undertaking called forth heartfelt grati- 
tude to Divine Providence that had not disappointed hopes for help; nay, It 
had given more than looked for; 

In the meantime Mother’s health was failing. Every year we saw her 
weaker and more ailing; but with her moral strength, she was able to continue 
her labors. She omitted none of her duties with her poor health; she visited the 
missions, enduring the fatigues of travelling; and, at that time not only fatigue 
but real hardship, as a good deal of the route was made by stage over very bad 
roads, and lodging poorly at nights, or going by canals so slow and so badly 
accommodated to afford necessary comforts. Nevertheless, though undermined 
by wretched health, Mother had a strong physical constitution, moral courage 
in a high degree, and together with the fortitude that grace gives to natural life, 
she would probably have lived several years longer, bearing up against a suffer- 
ing body, but still managing the affairs of the Community and directing its 
spiritual government, had not an accident happened which determined her 
habitual maladies into a fatal disease. It took place thus:— 
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She went to install Sisters in a new mission: to go and come, she had to 
travel part of the way in a steamboat on the Ohio. On her return in the boat, 
she was to land at night at the town she came to. By some misunderstanding 
of the request she made not to neglect to awaken and notify her when the boat 
would touch the place, (Madison) no notice was given them (she was accom- 
panied by Sister Basilide*) and the boat drew off from the wharf and con- 
tinued its course up the river some distance before the mistake was discovered. 
The only thing left to do was to get off at the first town the boat would touch 
again and wait for a boat that would pass down, which they did, and waited 
there some hours till a boat coming down the river passed by. They got on it 
but learned it would not stop at the town where they wished to land; however, 
the captain was obliging and he promised to let them off in a skiff and land 
hem. When the point was reached the boat stopped in the middle of the river, 
and the little skiff came alongside to get them. The Sister went down first into 
it. The current was troubled by the obstruction of the boat, and caused heavy 
motions of the water which rendered everything unsteady. Mother was usually 
very self-possessed and very intrepid in moments of danger; but this time she 
lost her usual firmness and became unnerved; the troubled waters beneath her 
seemed to impress her and in her descent she missed her footing; instead of 
stepping down into the skiff, she fell into the river! at the same moment, the 
some heavings of the water pushed the skiff to some distance off, so that it took 
some little time to row it back to the place she was. Nearly her whole person 
was immersed in water, just only her head and shoulders appeared above it. 
She clung to the side of the boat, holding on to something that gave her a hold. 
This little time it took to come to her seemed indefinitely long to the Sister who 
with a distressing intensity watched Mother as the men hurried to back the 
skiff to her rescue. She was plunged in water agitated with strong commotion, 
and it required much force to hold on tight. The Sister saw her fingers whiten 
as they were losing their strength: in a few seconds more they might lose all 
their power, let go and sink! But so terrible a thing did not happen; she was 
reached in time, raised and put in the little boat; the men soon landed them, 
and they drove to the Sisers’ house without loss of time. Of course, every 
precaution was immediately taken to counteract the effects of the accident; the 
wet clothes on her were changed right away, she was put warm, and stimulants 
given her to restore good circulation in the system. This speedy treatment, no 
doubt, prevented immediate results, but the final results could not be turned 
off! Disease settled itself to work its work of death. This became apparent after 
some months, and ended in death unfailingly. The impression made on 
Mother was so terrible that she did not tell it when she returned, and never 
spoke of it to anybody. It is true, she came home sicker than usual, but we were 
so used to seeing her sick, that we did not suspect any particular cause which 


* Erasure after the word “‘by’” and the words ‘Sister Basilide’’ written over it. 
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could have made her worse, any more than the fatigues of travelling that were 
getting harder on her as her health became feebler. Some time afterwards we 
heard a rumor of it; a little girl that Mother brought to the boarding school 
told something about it, too; she was from the town where Mother landed with 
so much danger to her life, but she was a very small child and related things 
imperfectly. We asked Mother herself about it, but she merely answered that 
she could not tell the accident she had escaped, even the thought of it filled 
her with terror, and that we need not know. We wondered what it could be, 
yet Mother spoke with such a decided tone, that we could not press her to 
satisfy the desire we had to know. The Sister who accompanied her was a 
mission Sister stationed at that very town where the fearful scene took place; 
she took her as she passed through, and on her return left her there; so that 
it is only when this Sister informed us of it that we learned the particulars of 
an accident which might have been a most melancholy event for the Com- 
munity, and a sorrowful record to inscribe. This occurred after the retreat at 
which time missions are formed, and Sisters are conducted by a Superior to 
install them in the new establishment; Mother always went herself unless pre- 
vented by illness, and it happened only twice that she did not go. 

From this date Mother’s poor health sensibly changed for much worse; 
during the fall and winter which followed this accident, she was so disabled 
that she could not attend to affairs as she had always done. When spring came 
she gathered up her strength and started to visit the missions: the hope that 
travelling might benefit her was more he reason than any obligation to go, for 
the bad state of her health sufficiently dispensed her from it as a point of duty. 
The trip did not do her any good, and she came home somewhat worse than 
she had left. She was so long ailing at the last place she visited (Fort Wayne) 
that she could not return by the same way she had come; she could not stand 
the hard and tedious travel of going sometimes either by canal, by stage, or by 
steamboat. At that time these were the modes of travelling which connected 
with one another to form the line of road from Terre Haute to the upper parts 
of the State: as yet there were no railroads in that portion of the Wabash 
Valley. To avail herself of the easier and speedier way of conveyance by the 
cars, she had to go some distance in Ohio to make connection with a train com- 
ing to central Indiana. By this route, though circuitous and farther, she got 
home in a shorter time and with less fatigue; this was her last visit to the 
establishments. That summer (1855) she was not able to be present at the 
exercises of the annual retreat, being sick in bed all the time they lasted; but, 
after some weeks she became better, and could be up. To try something, per- 
haps change of air, and to have the treatment of the physician (Dr. Baty) she 
was in the habit of consulting, she went to Vincennes, intending to stay there 
as long as she would be benefited by it, but finding herself not bettered, she 
came home before we expected her. This was the last trip to any place. 

After this she lived in her room: she scarcely ever attended any of the 
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Community exercises except to go to the chapel for Mass. She was seldom seen 
at the recreation, though pretty near every day she gave her usual instruction; 
for this she exerted herself till her strength failed her entirely; but her words 
were evidently her last exhortations. They were her last lessons in spirituality, 
and the conclusion of all her advices and admonitions, and in them she spoke 
with her thoughts directed more to the future after her death, than to the actual 
time in which she spoke. 


Towards the winter and for about two months,* she rallied and gained 
enough strength to be up the whole day nearly all the time; she read the letters 
she received, and could answer most of them. She could leave her room to go 
to other parts of the house if anything serious called her to those places; and 
the Sisters who had need could come freely into her room and speak with her; 
she could go through all this without too much fatigue. She resumed her cheet- 
ful looks and seemed on the way of recovering her ordinary health; this gave 
such hopes that we felt the worst was over, and that when the pleasant weather 
would come and she could leave her room to walk out on the premises and to 
take fresh air, it would do the rest towards her entire recovery. But this 
renewal of her strength and spirits must have been given her only that she 
might be able to stand the trial which was now coming on; death was about 
to afflict her in a twofold manner: first, by the grief she would feel to see others 
die, and then by the sufferings of her own death-bed. 


Michel Guthnick, a very good man, had for many years given his services 
to the Community, and made it his home. He was the father of three of the 
Sisters for which he obtained the name of “Father Michel” among all the 
Sisters. His health which had failed since some months terminated in consump- 
tion,** and he died at this time, Jan. 27/56. Though he had been sinking daily, 
nobody thought of seeing him die; no one was prepared for a death-bed scene; 
so that his death was sudden to us all and by it made more sad. Mother felt 
sensibly the death of this faithful man and good friend, who had in the days 
of primitive poverty given valuable service and still continued to do it until 
sickness brought him low, and he could not work any more. Another attack of 
sickness with early symptoms of death came to throw more alarm and sadness. 
Sister St. Francis was taken very sick and was already in danger when Father 
Michel died; she was violently attacked with the “tetanus,” a nervous affection 
which no treatment could arrest, and her case became dangerous on the very 
start of her illness. This state of sickness and dying cast a deep shade on all 
spirits, it was a dark cloud which overhung St. Mary’s, shedding on it sombre 
reflections; and Mother, being herself one of the invalids, could not help 
feeling it the most. The day Father Michel died, Mother said with a sorrowful 
voice, “This is not all, Sister St. Francis is very sick and she will die too.” And 


* A pencil notation at this point reads: “Dec. & Jan.” 
** A pencil notation here reads: ‘‘Mother’s diary says cancer.” 
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so she did! Four days later, on the 31st January, Sister St. Francis died in the 
afternoon. This was a great stroke to Mother’s heart, and a loss to her in so 
many respects. But Mother was never more admirable than when sacrifice had 
to be made to the Divine Will. When the weeping Sisters came in to see Sister 
St. Francis lying dead on her couch, where she had just expired, Mother who 
still sat near the head of the bed aroused herself from the silent grief into 
which she had abandoned herself, and assuming a firm tone she said, “My 
dear Sisters, since we have a sacrifice to make, let us make it generously and 
not yield to immoderate grief.” Giving example with her words, she tose, 
checked her tears, and taking the attitude of strength which virtue gives, and 
with the composure which comes from resignation to God’s Will, she turned 
and gave orders for the last duties rendered to the remains of the departed. 
Not being well enough to walk out she did not attend the funeral service any 
farther than the chapel to be present at the requiem Mass. When we returned 
from the funeral, she assembled us all, and spoke of the sad event which 
afflicted the Community: she discoursed on the virtues of Sister St. Francis: 
she recommended the example she had left behind, and concluded with the 
consolatory truths that a Christian must have recourse to in the hour of sorrow. 
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CHAPTER. 


Mother's Last Sickness, and Death 


After this melancholy occurrence she continued up as she was before it 
took place, writing some and doing whatever could be done without being 
obliged to go out of the house; but, soon she became worse, and went on day 
after day getting weaker and more ailing, yet forcing herself all the while to 
be up until one morning at Mass she was so suffering and her strength was so 
gone, that she was compelled to leave the chapel before Mass was finished: 
she left immediately after the Elevation; it was Monday in* Passion Week, 
the 17th of March. She put herself in bed on arriving in her room: this was her 
death-bed; for she never rose from it. When, after Mass, the Sister (Sr. Rose) 
who had the care (the writing changes here) of her room came in to do the 
chamber work, Mother said to her: ‘Ma fille,** I left Mass: it is my last.” These 
words of hers came but too true! Mother’s sickness lasted eight weeks. It 
seems needless to say it, as it can be inferred, but it does good to the heart to 
say it: nothing was left undone which could possibly help for her recovery. 
The Community physician, Dr. Read, was an excellent doctor, and one in whom 
Mother had confidence. He was in regular attendance the whole time, coming 
as often as he judged necessary. The French doctor of Vincennes, the one who 
was really her physician, was called, and he came; the two physicians consulted 
together, and had an understanding about the treatment to give her; and each 
doctor understood well whose life they must save, they put all their skill and 
science to raise her from sickness. The Sister who took care of her, Sister 
Olympiade,*** was an excellent sick nurse; she had a particular talent for it 
and was much experienced. She was besides, a most devoted “fille” to Mother and 
one who would not forget, neglect, or omit anything that should be done. She 
had taken care of Mothet’s health for many years, had nursed her, and carried 
her through the severe sicknesses she had had from time to time. And now, 
at this critical crisis, she was, if possible, more than ever attentive; she watched 
her day and night; even when she had to be relieved, she cautiously provided 
for the time she would be gone, so that the proper care would surely be given; 
towards the last days she did not leave her at all. Prayer was made without 
ceasing. Sisters offered days of deeds, and fasting was joined to prayer; all 
united to implore that Mother’s life might be spared. But the will of God was 
fixed, and it could not be moved; the divine Will called for resignation, and 
wished to be adored in its inexorable decree. Her sickness had the usual vicis- 
situdes of sometimes better and then not quite so well, yet sinking and losing 
life all the time. But we could not admit the idea that Mother would die; we 


* There is a pencil question mark at this point. 
** A pencil notation here reads: “One entire page suppressed here.” 
*** The name was inserted in pencil in Sister Mary Theodosia’s handwriting. 
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wished to think that she would not, and we indulged hope upon every little 
favorable turn that showed itself. However, symptoms of approaching dissolu- 
tion became so apparent that we could not deceive ourselves any longer. When 
she had been very ill during the retreat, fearing she might die before we would 
realize how low she was, she had asked to be administered and received then 
the last sactments. This time she did not ask, any more than to say now and 
then, “Do not let me die without the Sacraments.” Seeing her now getting so 
low, we decided to propose to Father Corbe that she be administered; he him- 
self saw the necessity, as there was every sign she could not last much longer, 
and he appointed the hour for that trying dae for him and for us all. Mother 
had prepared herself long since; the sacrifice of her life was made, her act of 
resignation perfected, and she received the notification with composure and 
calmly prepared herself for that moment, the most solemn for a Christian. It 
was May 12,* (Mother Mary Cecilia’s handwriting begins here) four days 
before she died, that Father Corbe administered her for death; the room was 
full of kneeling Sisters, and an impressive silence prevailed, tendering more 
audible the words of the sad ceremony; no one dared disturb the sacred sol- 
emnity by loud cries or any other outward demonstration of grief; and strange 
to say, we still clung to the hope that as it had happened before, she might 
yet recover! 

Several Sisters sat up during her last night, and those who retired hardly 
undressed themselves to be in readiness if called at any moment, or, of their 
own wish to come in and see. During the night Sisters came in and out and 
the room was filling more and more; at about midnight, her last moments 
commenced. Father Corbe was sent for, and the rest of the Sitsers came in. On 
this last night, Mother said nothing particular; she was so weak that speech 
was almost extinct in her, but apart from this loss of voice, she was so united 
with God that she did not appear to have any disposition to speak. For some 
days her spirit seemed raised above this world, and it could commune only with 
God; still, a few minutes before her last breath, she opened her eyes, gave a 
faint look and made an effort to say something, but the power of speech was 
gone! Her agony was easy; there was no restlessness nor anything like writhing 
of the features which impress beholders fearfully; breathing became only 
harder and less frequent, and she grew paler as life ebbed away; then came the 
last breath which was more audible than the others and caused a little heaving 
like a last sigh! The writer was present and sat near the head of the bed and 
witnessed all that she relates. (The writing changes here) The room was filled 
with Sisters who had remained in breathless silence until all was over, and 
now their sobs burst forth! Never was sorrow more sincere and heartfelt. It 
made a scene of grief that was appalling, not that there were any extravagant 
gestures or loud screams; for true affliction does not show itself in that way, 
but it was so by its intensiveness. Some Sisters were kneeling, some stood, while 


* The date was inserted in pencil. 
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others sat, but each one buried in her own feelings, was weeping most sorrow- 
fully. Mother died at* half past four on Wednesday morning, May 14th, 1856. 
Rev. J. B. Chasse had visited St. Mary’s during her sickness, and, occupied with 
the thoughts of her death, she asked him to come and sing her requiem Mass. 
She did this knowing that Father Corbe would feel her death too much to be 
able to sing Mass. She was right; he could not have officiated; his feelings were 
too much moved, but he was present at Mass and went with the procession to 
the graveyard. Rev. J. B. Chasse was for this reason invited to perform the 
funeral ceremony. Bishop de Saint Palais came also, and was present in the 
chapel. All was conducted according to the usages of the Community, but the 
whole service was eminently distinguished by the deep mourning of hearts with 
which her burial was accompanied. She was interred in the little cemetery near 
St. Ann’s chapel, by the side of the grave of Sr. St. Francis, and where four 
other Sisters lay buried. 

This first Cemetery became afterwards too small, besides being too near 
the house, and a larger lot, situated at a proper distance, was selected for the 
Community Cemetery. To this burial ground, the remains of Mother, those of 
Sr. St. Francis and of the four other Sisters were solemnly translated when it 
had been cleared and made ready. At this second interment a better grave was 
ptepared for Mother, a little brick vault was masoned in the ground in which 
her exhumed coffin was deposited; but the same wooden cross was planted, 
intending afterwards to erect over her tomb a monument more worthy of her 
memory. She lies in the place where the arms of the cross intersect the upright, 
and is a circular spot for her alone. It is considered the centre of the graveyard 
and here Mother reposes with revered dignity, surrounded by her spiritual 
daughters, a fit place for her who is by first right the Mother of the Community 
family from the time she founded it and through all ages till it will finish its 
course. A fit place again for Mother, she who loved her spiritual children with 
the purified love of divine charity, and by whom she was loved with the devo- 
tional hearts that the same charity gives to perfect filial affection. Her daughters 
cluster around her. Those who are there have the enjoyment, and it rests on 
them to represent in all succeeding time those whose remains will by necessity 
lie elsewhere. 


* There is an asterisk at this point on the original, and a pencil footnote reading: 
“Mother Cecilia wrote in the Diary 3:15 ‘a quarter past three.’ ”’ 
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CHAPTER XI 
Characteristics of Mother 


Mother was naturally gay, she was always pleasant, and never betrayed 
the variations of humor which the impression of exterior things is apt to make. 
She possessed herself remarkably in this, showing at all times an equal tenor* 
of looks and manners characterized with gayety. “But, during this last sickness, 
a change took place; she became grave and silent. She seemed to have lost all 
relish for earthly joys,** her thoughts drawn to another world. Those of our 
number who noticed it most can be justified in thinking that Mother received 
accessions of grace which revealed to her soul new conceptions of heaven whose 
bright attractions threw into shade all that is fair on earth, and nothing of this 

world could any longer give her joy or have charm for her. One instance will 
be mentioned though it cannot be told minutely, the writer does not remember 
the exact detail, and she fears to relate it incorrectly, as she wishes to write only 
what is true: A considerable time before her death, Mother passed sleepless 
nights, but would not permit any one to sit up and watch her; somebody, how- | 
ever, slept in her room whom she could call if she wanted anything. The Sister 
who slept there was one night awakened by a brilliant light in the room; she 
looked and saw it was something extraordinary, and seized with fear she called 
aloud to Mother to know if she was awake (The writing changes here) and 
asked her what that was? Mother answered softly, but said nothing more than 
to tell her to remain quiet. From the way she*** answered we thought she 
understood that mysterious visitation and was communing with it. We never 
learned more than what the Sister saw for Mother would not speak of it; she 
merely said it was nothing, but in saying it her looks showed there was some- 
thing only she did not wish to tell, or perhaps could not, for the supernatural 
cannot always be told, neither is it easy to do it. All minds are not disposed to 
give credence to mysterious manifestations, but we need not be incredulous nor 
be skeptics either; a veil only, and not a wall, separates the Kingdom of God 
on high from His spiritual Kingdom on earth, and communications can be 
received from the celestial abode as innumerable examples attest. This proves 
that at the approach of death when temptation and dereliction assail the 
Christian, a moment so critical to all, even to the great saints, God will vouch- 
safe visitations to encoutage His faithful servants in this last conflict and con- 
sole their fainting hearts, to yield their souls to Him with a firm hope of their 
salvation. 


* Words have been erased at this point and ‘‘of looks and manners characterized with” 
written over the erased portion. 

** At this point, the word “and” appears with a pencil line through it; the following 
word has been erased. 

*** The word “Mother” is written in pencil above “‘she.” 
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As already remarked, Mother did not speak much during her sickness; 
absorbed with the thoughts of her death, she yielded herself entirely to union 
with God. She was the only one to feel she would die and that she was in her 
last sickness from which she would never rise. As for us Sisters, we would not 
give that thought an entrance in our mind, and consequently we put no ques- 
tions, nor asked advice to know what to do after her death. There was not, it 
is true, anything to be troubled about with regard to temporal matters; accounts 
were straight, all affairs clear, and only a small debt on the new building re- 
mained to be paid. Mother her own self then collected all she wished to say, 
which consisted in certain recommendations and advices on Community 
subjects. 
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CHAPTER XII 
Particular Virtues of Mother 


(This still continues in another handwriting) 


Like all holy persons, Mother had her prominent virtues which distin- 
guished her. The virtues are the same in every Christian who practices them, 
they are alike in being admirable; still there is always something peculiar in 
each person which gives ait to his virtues as entirely his own; they appear new, 
they characterize his actions and stamp individuality on his sanctity. (Mother 
Mary Cecilia’s handwriting begins here) We find this in the lives of the Saints; 
the virtues they practised are the same and flow from the same source, for they 
are all learned from the teachings of religion, and all originate from the grace 
that God imparts. Nevertheless, each saint seems to have something different, 
his life presents new phases of virtue which delight the pious reader. It is 
always the same piety, the same charity, the same humility, and so of the other 
Christian virtues; but it is another development of holy deeds, and they inspire 
an admiration as of something new, though in reality it is always hte same 
virtues exemplified by a holy life. God is infinite in His sanctity; He is “ever 
ancient and ever new” and the supernatural virtues, which are the fruit of 
grace, must naturally resemble His divine quality of being “ever new.” 


Piety was one of Mother’s prominent virtues.* To have the name of being 
pious is common enough; but piety is often misunderstood and those who have 
an exterior of piety have often underneath it immortified passions and a vast 
deal of imperfection; so that the** virtue of piety has received considerable 
discredit, and often persons who are solidly virtuous do not care to have the 
name of being pious. This is an error which should no wise lessen the merit of 
genuine piety*** and take away its excellence as a virtue. Mother's piety 
showed itself by her love of religion, her spirit of prayer, especially her appli- 
cation to mental prayer, and by her zeal for exercises of devotion authorized by 
the Church. Her piety led her to study spirituality, in which she was well versed 
for her own practice and to teach it to others. She knew religion so well, its 
dogma and moral, that religious instruction was her favorite occupation, and 
the time she devoted to it was as a rest from the labor of affairs. To impart 
instruction well, and make it interesting as well as instructive, was a gift that 
She possessed to a remarkable degree. Her knowledge was sound and learned, 
it was the theology, the liturgy and the rubrics of holy Church in their purity; 
and it was profound in as much as the female intellect is permitted to enter into 
those sacred sciences. We always listened to her with fixed attention and pleas- 

* The word after “prominent” erased, and “virtues” written in. 
** An erased portion at this point, and the words “virtue of piety has received” 


written in. 
*** An erased portion after the word “piety” and the rest of the sentence written in. 
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ure; we never tired in hearing her discourse on pious subjects whether as a 
catechetical conference or as an instruction on religious perfection. Hers was 
that piety which is a gift of the Holy Ghost which sanctifies, and proves itself 
by marks of visible progress on the highway of Christian perfection. 
Mother's charity was more conspicuous yet, and was her leading virtue. 
For persons of her position, the exercise of this virtue is continually on demand; 
their relations with those they govern, and everybody they deal with, require 
the practice of charity in the various ways that will suit the wants and dispost- 
ions of each one. Her charity was most admirable in her readiness to forgive 
injuries; she not only forgave, but she seemed* entirely to forget; and her con- 
duct towards those from whom she had suffered never showed any feeling that 
she retained even the remembrance of the wrong she had received. It can be 
said that she observed perfectly the precept of loving our enemies and doing 
good to those who injure us. Her kindness to all never slackened, and this 
exercise of goodness obliged her to innumerable acts of self-abnegation that 
she did not appear to feel or mind so settled was she in that “charity which 
never faileth.” She knew so well how to compassionate humanity, and make 
allowance for its failings; yet not in a weak manner, or as a habit of indulging 
from want of firmness. Her charity was the divine virtue which grace infuses, 
and is practised after the manner of God’s charity. “To bear patiently the 
troublesome,” is a spiritual work of mercy that she put in good usage, for she 
always had the forbearance she should have and did the good that would over- 
come evil. An instance will be given but not** in strict detail, lest personality 
should be too closely pointed out; for it is not to tell on any person that this 
incident is related, but only to show Mother’s virue by an example. It was a 
case calculated to try beyond endurance; the party concerned deserved to be 
dropped and let go. The writer knew the affair and was much exasperated 
against the person. Mother herself was greatly displeased, and in a moment of 
exhausted patience declared she would do nothing mote to reclaim, but let the 
party take the course it was bent on. The writer, who was far from having 
charity as Mother had, was mightily pleased with this determination; she felt 
that the individual deserved to be treated just so, that it was a desert richly 
merited. Shortly afterwards, before anything more relative to the affair had 
taken place, Mother said that she would not act by such a resolution as she had 
expressed; if she did, she would act by feelings of nature and not by the spirit 
of charity; and that she meant to see the party again, use kind words and chat- 
itable counsel, and do all in her power to persuade to a better purpose. She did 
so, and by her kindness, and actuated by motives that God blesses, she succeeded 
to stop an evil impulse, and turn the mind to a right course: the good prevailed 
upon was permanent, and was a great rescue. It was certainly admirable to see 
such happy effects of charity, and this instance is only one of the many that she 


* An erased portion after the word “seemed” and “entirely to forget’’ written in. 
** A word erased here, and ‘“‘in strict’”’ written in. 
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gave an example of during her life, as nearly all her life she was placed in a 
position that gives frequent occasions for the exercise of charity. It will be 
remarked again that Mother's goodness never degenerated into weakness; when 
necessary she admonished without exception of persons, and without heed to 
human respect; and, if called forth, she could assume a severity equal to the 
case that called it forth. Her voice would then have that peculiar tone which 
only those can have who speak from a severity or indignation that God 
prompts, and is styled “holy anger.” It happened once when Mother had to use 
severity that to hear her voice and see the majestic gravity of her person made 
the writer's blood run cold in her veins; it was as the voice of God and re- 
minded one of when the soul will be called to judgment. : 

Amiability, which springs from charity, was another virtue that distin- 
guished Mother. It is a common encomium to say: ‘She is so amiable,” but it 
is often nothing more than good nature; to be truly amiable is rare and is a 
virtue, a lovely virtue that adorns the other virtues. Mother was amiable by 
excellence, She was affable and easy of access, her manner was kind and gra- 
cious, and suited to everybody she spoke to or had to do with. Her company 
was always agreeable, and her conversation gay and pleasant. If she conversed 
with strangers, or freely with friends, or with Sisters in the social circle, she was 
always amiably pleasant, though in a different way in each, her manner being 
suited to the company she was in, and her gayety indulged more or less, as it 
was suitable. Her amiable manner drew confidence and attracted hearts to her, 
and if anyone needed to be befriended by the words and sympathy of true 
goodness, they could come to her and be consoled. She was uniformly amiable, 
and this is the test of true amiability. There were no variations of humor in her 
disposition, though suffering continually from bodily ailings, and constantly 
engaged with affairs apt to be troublous and of a nature to ruffle the humor, 
yet her looks and manners suffered no alteration from these causes. When we 
would go to her, we were sure to find her ready to give us her attention; it 
never appeared that she was disturbed; she would turn from what she was 
doing and give audience; it was so easy and she gave such a welcome, that it 
would seem as if she were expecting the comer and wishing she would enter; 
whereas she was most of the time seriously interrupted, she had letters to finish 
and business to expedite, but she never made anyone feel that she was intruding 
on her occupation. Though used to see Mother in the practice of this virtue, the 
writer could not help being struck with new admiration at an instance which 
took place as follows. She had come to Mother’s room to ask something; 
Mother was at her desk writing, which was her usual occupation when in her 
room; generally when we went on hurried errands we staid longer than neces- 
sary. Mother’s amiable manner attracted us, and from the pleasure we felt to 
be with her, we forgot she had no time to spare. It was so this time; at last 
Mother said in her kind tone, ‘‘Go now, let me finish this letter; it has to go 
this morning.” It was in the cold season, and there was in the apartment a 
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screen, called in French ‘“‘paravent” which made a temporary partition to keep 
off the cold air from the doorway. The habitable division was towards the fire- 
place and formed an enclosure like a room and was the part occupied by 
Mother; when we entered the apartment we were not in her presence till we 
had also entered the patavent. To proceed with what is commenced to be 
related, the writer who left when Mother told her to go, met at the door as she 
opened it an old gentleman, the father of a boarder at school, a proser, one who 
never knew when to leave if he found good company, and was a usual visitor 
to Mother when he would come to see his daughter. The writer felt right sorry 
to see him arrive; she thought to herself, ““Poor Mother, here is the end of her 
letter for this morning’; for she knew that he would not likely leave 
till the hour of noon would compel him to, and it was yet only midway. The 
old gentleman passed her on to the paravent, and she stopped at the door to 
hear how Mother would receive him; the screen prevented seeing, but did not 
prevent hearing. Mother could not see her standing at the door, but she could 
hear Mother very clearly as she rose to receive the stranger. She gave him a 
friendly welcome, and from the tone of her voice and the expression of her 
cordial greetings, no one would judge but that she was perfectly pleased to see 
him and was not at all interrupted by his visit. But it was the very contrary, it 
was a great intrusion on her time, and it was no pleasure for her whatever to 
sit and converse with that individual on matters in which she could take no 
interest; the pleasure she expressed to see him, genuine in one sense, was the 
virtue of polite amiability to man, but before God it was self-abnegation; it 
was that spirit of sacrifice exercised at every instant, and without which the 
pracice of religion can never have full merit. The writer went off edified and 
in more admiration than ever at the virtue of Mother, for perfection shows 
itself better by that habitual virtue which immolates nature at each moment 
than it does by the show of great actions; these being notable, and as they can 
be performed without the pure intention which constitutes merit, the imperfect 
can frequently do acts that appear like great virtue, and get credit for them by 
the judgment of men. But, for the little virtues that must be practised at every 
instant, which hold nature in servitude and of which no one keeps account but 
the eye of God, the poorly perfect have no strength for them, they even deny 
them and refuse to give them any merit; nevertheless, it is these little virtues, 
if little they are, which make the great saint without the aid of those grand 
actions or brilliant virtues which alone strike the eyes of men and receive their 
applause. 

After Mother’s death, when we would speak of her, we often remarked 
that she stood alone amongst us as the most amiable, and that not one of her 
daughters possessed that charming virtue as she did. 
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CHAPTER XIII 


Her Virtues, continued 


Mother's conduct in everything was marked by moral strength; she had a 
decision and firmness that did not falter, and these characteristics were stamped 
on her virtues which were solid and unshaken. Fortitude to bear with suffer- 
Ing; courage to meet difficulties and surmount them, and mortification to endure 
patiently all that is hard and painful, were all elements of her virtue; and such 
was her perfection in this that she never had the habit of complaining nor of 
even speaking of anything that made her suffer. To bear with sickness or in- 
firmity without murmuring is a perfection which pious Christians all have; but 
how common it is for these sufferers to take comfort in telling in detail all the 
pains they suffer, and the amount of sufferings they have to endure; and how 
ordinary it is with the less perfect to speak of those little trials which come 
daily and give occasion to practise mortification, telling about them to show 
their virtue and give weight to their merit; it is not a complaint, if you wish, 
that these persons make; they do bear the various trials, whatever they may be, 
with a spirit of mortification, and offer them to God; but they do not feel right 
that He only should know what they do suffer, they want men also to know it 
and see the virtue they have in bearing everything so patiently as they do, In 
this respect Mother's mortification was perfect; she noticed her sufferings so 
little that she seemed as one invulnerable, and who did not feel what hurts 
nature and is grievous to life. 

Labor, fatigue, hardships, privations, and worst of all, poor health that 
gievs no rest to the body, are so many means of mortification for the perfect; 
voluntary instruments of penance can be removed when they have afflicted the 
body enough, and austerities can be moderated if they are too hard; but those 
others that are the common lot and served irrespectively to our will, cannot be 
avoided nor suspended at pleasure. They are identified with our natural life; 
and to bear with them silently, cheerfully, in the spirit of mortification and for 
the love of God, is very high perfection. Mother suffered from these accidentals 
of human existence in good measure; her health alone was a great suffering, 
and no hope that it would ever be better, as it was beyond the reach of medical 
skill. Her digestion impaired by disease was settled into a chronic complaint, 
and she could, at no time, take nourishment like others; she was on diet all her 
lifetime, which consisted of plain meagre food, and only a small quantity of 
that; her appetite was forever mortified by feeding on tasteless things, and was 
ever denied by being limited to a slim portion. But, as remarked before, Mother 
made so little of it that others did not either notice it particularly, nor think 
much about it. At home it was known what she could take and was prepared for 
her; but when travelling she lived on nothing we may say; for there was scarcely 
ever anything on a public table, or family tables of the houses that gave her 
hospitality, which she could take; and she went without eating. This was a 
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continual subject of yain to the Sisters who, by turn, accompanied her on tours 
of visiting the establishments. The writer was once particularly pained by it. 
It was on a canal boat at supper; the table was covered with a variety of dishes, 
it was well served with heavy and substantial fare; all this was very good for a 
healthy appetite, but there was nothing, if we except bread, that the delicate 
stomach of a poor health could venture to take. When Mother had taken some 
bread and saw there was nothing else she could help herself to, she asked for 
some milk, which was brought to her in a tumbler. The writer who was taking 
her meal well, noticed that Mother did not drink all the milk, and perceived too 
that it did not look right; she then suspected that perhaps it was not good and 
tasted it. Sure enough it was not good; it had a filthy taste, like water poured on 
dregs of milk and stuff put in to give it the color of milk. When she expressed 
herself so sorry about it, Mother stopped her saying: “It is nothing’; and her 
face had the true expression of her words—“‘it is nothing” to mind and be sorry 
about; and this “nothing” was that being hungry and weary by a tiresome 
travelling, she had nothing to eat and refresh her. Though Mother made noth- 
ing of it, the writer knew she needed some food, and there being no possiiblity 
to_get anything she could take, her eyes filled with tears to see Mother left 
hungry, and sickened by the filthy milk served her rather than refreshed by it. 
So it was when out on journeys, she lived almost without food; her digestion 
was so miserable that what was good fare for others could never agree with 
her; and not to give trouble, or have it noticed, she feigned to take something 
while in reality she was eating nothing. 

This practice of virtue in every action, and as constant as the pulsation of 
life, and which is ever subduing nature, making it do acts contrary to its inclina- 
tion, is the high attainment of a perfect life; it is an exercise that wears out 
nature at a great cost, and builds on its ruin the life of grace. When the Church 
examines anyone presented as holy, it directs its inquiries to the virtuous habits 
of the person; it asks a detailed account of the deeds of every day occurrence; 
and if these show a steadfastness of governing one’s self by a virtue which 
regulates every action and all the movements of life, it then pronounces favor- 
ably, and is disposed to hear the rest that will finish to prove that the person 
was truly holy, and is worthy of the altar. It is in the detail especially that all 
virtues are a self-denial, because without ever relaxing they contradict nature, 
or become a restraint upon it, forcing it to act against its will and its likes, and 
thus ranging in the small things that make up the stream of life’s actions, there 
results a frequency which constantly exercises the human will, either to deny 
something to nature, or to overcome its evil impulse, or to oblige it to do good 
against its taste. All this goes on silently in the soul, itself only knowing the 
hard practice it carries on and the sacrifices it is ever making within itself. 

This reflection seems necessary to meet the objections of some who say, 
‘What is the use of such little things, what do they signify?” The reply is that 
they signify a great virtue, for it is only the perfect who practice them; and to 
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estimate virtue in small things, you who say this need only reflect, and you 
will discover that if you do not do these little things yourself, it is because 
you fall very short of having enough virtue; and self-love to hide this want 
of high virtue cries out: “What is the use of little things?” Well, try it; 
be invariably patient with every little thing that crosses you; be always perfectly 
humble under every little occurrence that hurts pride and wounds feelings, in 
every little case of suffering be sure to receive and endure it with a spirit of 
mortification; have, at all times, for everybody, that charity which never fails, 
bearing sweetly with the little faults of some or the forwardness of others, and 
let the sacrifice of your will and pleasure be, in every small matter, your un- 
wearied practice; then you will see “what it signifies’; that is, you will under- 
stand in what true perfection consists. And if outside proof is wanted, it is 
found in the life of saints whose sanctity is shown by an unwavering virtue in 
small things, which blending together into one flow of good acts, made their 
lives eminently holy. It is these that ate chiefly examined in a process of beati- 
fication, and not brilliant deeds in works of zeal and mercy; all these are cred- 
ited only inasmuch as they are the fruit of the others; for if they do not spring 
from that spiritual soil of the soul, no account can be made of them as proofs 
of superior sanctity. | 

To take Mother’s life in the whole, it has two points of prominence which 
mark persons called to be great saints, and who will become so if they corres- 
pond with God’s designs upon them. These elect are tried by severe ordeals, 
and may also be employed in works of religion which require a great soul to 
perform. Sometimes the ordeal by severe trials is all, and sometimes works of 
zeal enter in their vocation which invariably bring along with them much 
labor, are beset with great difficulties, and demand for their execution much 
virtue and great capacity. Mothet’s spiritual life had both characteristics: she 
was sorely tried, and a great work was given to her. As already related, she was 
brought low and humiliated, misrepresentations too easily believed, did the 
work all of a sudden; from being high in favor with Superieures she fell into 
discredit with them and lost all she had enjoyed from their love and esteem. 
When a servant of God is to be tried by tribulation, the divine Will may use 
persons who are of the good and pious class to wrong him, and what they do 
seems justified by the necessity to maintain justice and prevent harm. Of these 
good people and of the evil they can bring about, we have nothing to say. God 
only is the judge, they may be deceived themselves and are only innocent instru- 
ments in His hands, or they may have wicked hearts under the guise of good 
Christians, and He uses their malice, which loves to deal in wickedness and 
wants only the occasion to spend itself wickedly. Of this latter class were those 
persecutors who never stopped till they brought their Victim to Calvary, and by 
horrid deeds executed the Redemption planned by divine Mercy. The Reremp- 
tion wrought just in that way was necessary, and yet the perpetrators stand 
guilty of an awful crime which has incurred dreadful chastisement. To know 
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which is which does not concern the party to know, but it concerns very seti- 
ously that the virtue God calls for shall be practised; it reaps glory for Him 
and great merit for His servant. 

Mother’s qualifications had from the beginning gained her the good 
opinion of the Superieures, who gave her a love of preference the more they 
knew her. She was therefore held in esteem and affection by them, and being 
gifted with fine capacities, she was employed in accordance with them; natur- 
ally she was raised to a high post as local Superieure, and was frequently 
entrusted with general business that required executive talent. This went on till 
the event recorded took place and whch became the cause of an unexpected 
reverse for her. Mother’s virtue did not fail her but her sensibilities suffered 
greatly, and as religion does not render our nature insensible to sufferings but 
only to accept them though they may cost us many tears, she did not attempt 
to conceal what she felt under an unaltered face. She showed the sorrow she 
endured, but did not betray any bitterness of feeling, nor give way to anything 
that savored of anger against accusations which had so little foundation. Never- 
theless she did try to justify herself and explain to the Superieures how they 
were misinformed. She loved them yet as she had always loved them, and her 
behavior towards them on so trying an occasion was marked with loving words. 
(The handwriting changes here) 

Humiliation has its grades, and all these do not humble alike; some are 
only outward and may be shared by others who are equally humiliated, which 
helps (Mother Maty Cecilia’s handwriting begins here) to make it less hum- 
bling. A good cause in which a person is engaged may expose him to a variety 
of ill treatments, as insults and abuses, but these fall chiefly on the cause he 
supports; and though it may light on him personally as the head, yet all those 
associated with him have their share of it. Confusion may be brought on a per- 
son by connection with things that happen, or on account of others and may be 
felt in a very sensible manner, still, in all these, integrity and position can re- 
main intact, and the rights of character and worth not lost. But when misrep- 
resentation, wrong and injustices go hand in hand to rob one of his reputation, 
instead of credit for worthy actions and meritorious labor, blame and charges 
are substituted; and he sees himself stripped of a good name, of merit, of 
friends, and sinks into disrepute and obscurity, then it is that humiliation has 
touched the vital part of the heart and feelings; then it is that the man is 
brought down from his standard, and is as one that has no more right to any- 
thing, and nobody need have any consideration for him. These straits so crush- 
ing to nature partake of the lot of Our Lord in the extremity of His humiliation 
on the Cross. He there appeared to all stripped of esteem, of credit, and had 
nothing left Him of the things of earth but dolor and opprobrium! If in this 
ordeal the stricken Christian regards all with faith, and indulges no hard feel- 
ing against onyone, but refers to the divine Will the injuries that blight him; 
and though the sense of being injured feels bitter, yet he accepts with humble 

53 


“Pere cy 
4 


Basi Tel. golg es om ti paiag, , 


‘bode ey) Aah, hace giiinniged, sett pe ‘putt encicil 


yi Ww 
yoeb bag coeds, bovol 2 sar i Lad sdezx try modi bevel one bocnodaizimn dome ied 


soled 
ata aestidi aplnet ot (oredl aeigod ait whasd ‘cilia ya rodtoM ven! ad 


-qemeion. norte ju seal dom, dow boa rsioeed>,do etedgin, ond baa, 


aha 1 Mees 
id ie Me tae ere a Dee Aan ett 


































ing nray. aang 4k, wd aera” tie 


. : : ils Ourih 
» Tr 7 ‘Ww re ee 

, , : , BL h ~~ 

ue ey i? h, a “Fy (ay rhe new Fx a [ ry po ay: 
rm =F wat 

, ma 

ape . i 


Ay b ie voiaak 


yous soc ot) sansioleng do sve). & vot. ovng. onw ae a 
gniod bas medi vd nonvelts bag erste ah iW Jad notoradd 2 - ek ve er 
oN smock ciiiwe gonahioo¢ Loyolgeia. enw, 9 ede, aoviioeane anil we 
Tinayps } caw bas. aushaqne. Insoles. dec a Agicd. #03, Hes ype: v. da, wll 
Hid po teaw eid Uneletgvitaass baa sip tails Luconizid. lerenag, dane, boye “e 
frags SKE, Fu to pens artt,. anon ard pact Ww bes ao8tq 40a bobsoa9a, phi. a: 
bozeflua apitilidians: me juct soutetist ine bil). cur 2 rodtioM),.298 208, 
tid 29 nisxahue ot sidli: wie aah Iw Wheel 309.8 mob eos? ap bas..¥ Habe 
jamata jon bib ode caged yea eu WOOD YRIE wad penuitey ei orld; {78998 ots lo. 
ade: wore it bowoda ge 2 sd bonstlar sax ashe thed ole tad lesan09 of 
giiuiigan of Yow 19 10 oil ‘i i tte ee ve ottid yits yetted tor bib ‘aid beaubo 
gavel roitabnivod. olt4 4il or nf toiiiwr anc peso # ests aagne to bs or sf 2 
wail wor. aotu iat ei oh Min ee hon Uoeroe! ytidensi ‘ot vu bih of 
show anivol dane boisrt enw noiesjI6 as Saiysd o2.no me nels abigwot 103 an 
: (: (oro 29 sae meni’ brn 2-98) {ee 
sin ator joudile sidmud tom ob seer, es bra’ 2 oberg eh rod nor siti x ie 


i> 


doidw bassin ud yi Hagups, O78 ory. @1otiio vel bored ac yee bar biswt pe o 


—— 






a 


4? 
ie 
» 
igi. 
visita & of gid ssedx’s yam Laaagns a NHoeiad & did Wh VERO hoog Ay. 
sd seu? 9d) no hold > He) oeorkd tus pti bers: atluas i 2m 2inennte 
ood’ lis joy -beod 515 en. yllee berhde pnd no trfgil yarn Hi dyuods, beté :=mog 
9q a no tiguesd od yam ne eM INKG? ti to ance risdd saved mid dtiw: ne 
od yao. bas erection, to jayo208 10 My 08 oqaes 3 rat zanisl diiw: misomt coms 
a 
st ae notieog bee yiagsini eatt He oi ,litiz. aoanamn oldianse Mail: | oe 


se ¥ 

no riaduqor viel JO 900 do? oF baad ri basd ray) espitevind bre 2 meso ws ‘ re) nde: 
spred> bos orld oda! eu Odie brn noite edisow ol horas Bote 
in itor Jo women boas, & 0 boadinie Hozenid 2902 ad & ph bodugit due. si 
antl ootisilignasl tisel at Tinea winuedo., beus atucareth, py " z ayy 
vi puccet oct toed ei th nord ;egailset bas jinocl orf Jo ita ft 
“yrs of Adlgin, anon on end smelt ono as eh bax Danbaste ¢ 

iio o¢ atisnte saad T mid 203 nolisiobienen yas, aved besa. 
aokinitienad aH io ytieiouixe ott ni bred 39D yonscoa i 
bad han dibs to jamotee 30 hogginte Navot bers 


- @iet ab UW Lomiaduxaqo bas rolob jud dizes Invega rani 2 


Jost baad on aagtubai haw .diind- distur Un ebagas” mis 
imidd ieloild teeld eoisesjai orld iW onivih od 03 rote te 
oldensid sitive sak vid od toy sees — ath Anh 


ish y 4 =) Fs 0 eae i % 


Lay ede is ees 


tesignation what God permits, undoubtedly he practices the high virtue that is 
found in great saints; his is the choice soul that is called to suffer disgrace in 
divine companionship. In her confidential communications, Mother spoke freely 
of this event* which caused so great results in her life. The writer heard her 
tell about it more than once, but never was there discernible any emotion or 
expression of language which savored of anger against those who had been 
instrumental of this wrong. It wrought no change in her love and esteem of 
Snperieures; she was ready to forget entirely what had taken place, if they 
would, on their part, drop the reserve they had assumed which prevented as 
long as it lasted, any return to their former relations of mutual confidence and 
affection. The writer saw this verified by Mother’s conduct when she accom- 
panied her to Ruille, and observed how her behavior towards Superieures dis- 
played testimonies of unfailing affection, and how full of amiability she was 
with them all the time. 


This reverse opened the way to the other event which is another chief 
point in Mother's life, namely, the mission to establish a branch house of the 
Sisters of Providence in America. The diocese of Vincennes, embracing then 
Indiana and East of Illinois, had been recently erected; all was in the eee at os 
churches and Catholic schools. The Bishop of Vincennes, Rt. Rev. G. Brute, 
wished to have Sisters who would establish a novitiate anti form a Community 
for his nascent diocese to answer its wants; it was necessary to have religieuses 
who both teach and do works of metcy. If he had contemplated a mere es 
lishment from some religious order, it would have been easy enough to procure 
Sisters from any house that branches out into missions, but as he wanted a 
foundation, it was more difficult to find a Community willing to give him sub- 
jects for that. (An erasure at this point, and the following in another hand- 
writing written in) Bishop de la Hailandiere who was consecrated at the death 
of Bishop Brute while in France for this purpose and being directed to Ruille, 
he presented himself there and asked for a colony of Sisters who would settle 
in his diocese and labor in the capacity of their vocation. (Mother Marty 
Cecilia’s handwriting begins here) This was by no means a small matter to 
request. The Community that would furnish such an outfit of subjects would 
be obliged to make the sacrifice of able and trustworthy members, tat especi- 
ally of the one it would put at the head of this body; she should be a person of 
tried virtue and ability and every way qualified for the responsible task. She 
and the Sisters would represent the Mother house in a foreign land, their suc- 
cess in usefulness, and the proper development of the house they would estab- 
lish, would be to it an honorable filiation: likewise, a failure consequent on 
inability or bad management, would be a discredit to it. All who had knowl- 
edge of this affair have declared that the Mother General would never have 
entrusted so responsible a mission to any one but Sr. St. Theodore; and that, if 


* Words erased at this point and “which caused so great results in her” written in. 
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dark impressions against this Sister had not been mistakenly created in her 
heart, she would never have consented to part with a member of such worth. 
She would have found herself under the necessity of refusing* the Bishop of 
Vincennes on the plea of not being able to spare any of the Sisters who would 
be fit to take charge of the undertaking and a House of Providence would not 
now exist in the United States. But God having prepared for it after His man- 
ner of doing things, all was ready and the Superieures of Ruille listened favor- 
ably to the ** Bishop and felt disposed to grant what he requested if they 
could manage to do it. Notwithstanding the obedience practised by Sisters, 
they are not sent to a foreign country without their consent given, as said 
before. Accordingly, Sr. St. Theodore was asked if she was willing to go, that, 
if she was, the proposal would be accepted and Sisters sent to form a house of 
Providence in Indiana. It might be supposed that Mother would have liked the 
idea of going, but it was the contrary, she felt a decided unwillingness, her love 
for Superieures and Community at large had suffered no diminution from what 
had happened, and the thought of a separation from them by going to a far 
off land, came upon her most painfully; then crowded upon her certain appre- 
hensions of a new country, mostly Protestant, a new language to learn, and 
what might not be the difficulties to encounter there? The feelings raisea by 
these thoughts were heavy and sad, and caused a great struggle within herself; 
the reluctance to go, and the fear to resist God’s Will conflicted strongly within 
her. This distress “that she experienced was without doubt a sign of being com- 
missioned by God Himself to go and form a religious house in the New World, 
extend thereby the Community of Providence by multiplying its holy member- 
ship, and serve religion where the Church was being planted by missionary 
labor. For such is the ordinary way of God. He abandons the soul to fears and 
repugnances when He calls it to do a work planned by His Will, that the sacri- 
fice made of one’s feelings to obey Him may merit great recompense. To decide 
rightfully, she went to Our Lord to learn from Him what answer to give. Her 
reflections fell upon an article of the Rules which pressed her as an overpower- 
ing argument, and in spite of her dreads and unwillingness, she was moved to 
give her consent, which she did and the matter was settled in the way it was 
desired. 

The year that Mother spent as her last in France was a year of sorrow; 
having made the sacrifice to go willingly did not remove the pain she felt on 
account of it, and as the time for the farewells drew near, she suffered the more. 
(The handwriting changes here—written over an erased portion) 

They joined at Le Mans, paid their visit of adieu to Monseigneur Bouvier and 
received his blessing for themselves and the mission they were going to form; 


* Words erased at this point and “the Bishop of’ written in. 
** Words erased at this point and “Bishop and felt disposed to grant what he 
requested if they could manage to do it.” written in. 
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then taking the last leave of warm friends, they started to go and embark. 
(Mother Mary Cecilia’s handwriting begins here) 

The sea voyage was a great suffering to Mother, her habitual bad health being 
much aggravated by seasickness. After landing, the journey from New York to 
the far West was not less fatiguing than the passage across the sea, and the 
hardships they met with seemed to verify what she saw in the distance when the 
project was proposed to her. But the arrival at St. Mary’s was the realization of 
all she could have apprehended. They arrived in the woods, no house ready to 
receive them, no church, no habitation, nor even any signs of civilization. She 
said that she felt her strength leave her when she was told, ‘“This is St. Mary’s”’ 
and could scarcely walk down the ravine and cross the stream in the hollow on 
a log, from the faintness that came over her to see the place where they would 
live. This account of the arrival is already given in more detail, but a little rep- 
etition is here necessary, which can be no objection in treating a subject calcu- 
lated to be interesting to all the Sisters. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
Conclusion 


If we understand after a natural way of thinking, it sounds as if Mother 
were weak to hear of this defailance* which made her for the time seemingly 
powerless. It was no weakness of character, nor lack of virtue with her. 
Certes,** Mother was not weak nor puerile in virtue; her character was that of 
a ‘valiant woman” who always rose superior to trials and difficulties whatever 
they might be. This is simply a spiritual operation in preparing a soul for a 
work that would demand power and strength, the weakness she betrayed is the 
same as that which forced this complaint, ‘‘the spirit is willing but the flesh 
is weak.’ Even during this spell of debilitation,*** if anything happened that 
called for energy, Mother would appear in her native self, and do or direct 
with her characteristic capacity. She was not long in getting over the dishearten- 
ing impression she received on arriving at St. Mary’s. As soon as she made some 
acquaintance with the surroundings, she turned her attention to fulfill whatever 
she had to do in the new sphere**** _ . | she found herself engaged. The 
absence of everything, all around being a wilderness of forest land, looked as 
if there was nothing to do, wheteas that very absence of everything, the country 
being all yet in its pristine condition, declared how much there was to be done; 
for, all things had to be created to establish there religion and civilization. With 
such a field opened before her, she felt all faintheartedness pass away from 
her, and all her energies revived ready for action. What has been related tells 
all she did, and the difficulties *****she contended with together with the hard- 
ships she endured; it shows also her untiring spirit and courage for the one, and 
her patient suffering for the other. It was a care full of anxiety to provide for 
a Community increasing in number all the time, with scarcely any other re- 
source than what Providence manages to supply for that poverty which is the 
nursing cradle of religious houses in their primitive existence. Every real work 
of God meets with opposition, the power of darkness raises obstacles, and gets 
up persecutions to thwart success and, if possible, to crush entirely. But what 
is done for God progresses through all difficulties. He permits the enemy to put 
trouble in the way only for the greater merit of the laborers, and for the glory 
of the work which finally triumphs, proving by Whom protected and assisted. 
St. Mary’s as it is today (1873) shows what she did. She laid the foundation of 
all, and what she did not live to accomplish was traced out by what was begun, 
and the whole finished as she had planned herself. Already at her death the 
Community home was built, and previous to it an academic building had been 


* Word erased and ‘“‘defailance’” written in. 

** Word erased and ‘‘Certes’ written in. 

*** Words erased and “‘spell of debilitation” written in. 

**** Erasure under the leaders. 

* Words erased at this point and ‘“‘she contended with” written in. 
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finished off suitable to the time for size and elegance. Much land was cleared 
and fenced in for fields and orchards; with but little extension of boundary 
and alteration of figure, the grounds as they are now for garden plot and cour- 
verte, received from her their outlines and subdivisions and a good deal of the 
ornamental parts in shrubbery and rural embellishments were commenced by 
her and show her taste. She found St. Mary’s a wilderness when she arrived 
and, at her death, left it * a fair spot of fine improvements and a worthy inte- 
grant of the patrimony of Jesus Christ on earth, popularly called the garden 
of Indiana. This is only for the ** temporalities of a religious foundation. But 
who will recount all the spiritual good that was done by the Sisterhood of 
which she was the foundress? And all that was achieved to help in the work 
of salvation by Sisters she directed, whom she formed as teachers, whom she 
taught how to impart religious instruction, how to comfort the poor and serve 
the sick? To estimate this we should have to turn the pages of the Book of Life 
wherein spiritual gains are recorded. We will know only when the accounting 
day will come, at which time the works of the saints will be made public, to 
show why the recompense awarded them is so exalted. 


Mother was above the middle height, and was full in proportion; she was 
strongly built, but never became fleshy,*** the symmetry of her form was 
never altered **** by becoming obese. Her walk was light though her step was 
firm; there was something manly in her bearing which showed her character 
of intrepid and persevering courage. Her eyes were dark brown; she had the 
fair complexion which harmonizes with the dark brown eye.***** She had, 
usually, much color, but this flush of the cheek, that gave a look of health, 
came from the fever habitual with her poor health. Her features were good, 
but what was most pleasing in her face was its expression; it was a union 
of intelligence, goodness and amiability, enlivened by a gay and lively 
look. Her countenance was always agreeable; it could be animated and express 
vividly the fine sentiments of her heart and mind, but its serentiy was never 
disturbed by visible emotions of irritability or clouded by changes of humor. 
Those who approached her always found her looks pleasant and composed. 


Mother was taken from her active labors when she died. It is true that her 
health becoming more and more impaired, she was getting oftener bound by 
protracted sickness which, reducing her strength and activity, slackened a little 
the amount of labor she could do. Still she was constantly occupied with the 
duties of her charge, except when positively disabled by illness. All was in her 
hands and everything managed by her, when seized by her last sickness. After 


* Words erased here and ‘‘a fair spot of fine improvements and a worthy integrant of 
the patrimony of Jesus Christ on earth, popularly called the garden of Indiana” written in. 

** Word erased and ‘‘temporalities’” written in. 

*** Word erased and “fleshy” written in. 

**** The phrase “by becoming obese’’ inserted. 

**&** Words erased and ‘She had, usually,’ written in. 


58 


"gave sono? rod Jo wtomerye ods *** yeas senezed seven dud. thud vignorte 


» bad od2. *****.0y9 word shab si dtiw 2asinonmed pid noixalqmap mist | 


 aeangxe bra beismins ad blvos i ;2ldassrgs eyawls enw. sonanaiauos 19H. slot | 


- gomud to esaned> 4d bobuols 20 yiilidutinsi do enoijor oldiniv yd bochurtaib ||” 


- geht chiw beiquave yiinetenos enw ode lis .ob blge> sdetodel Yo iauomsiaitt | 


- bennols enw Bal sul sonuigolat bn 
~ pabaved Jo nolenone olttil tod tive 






a Chi ee 
i : P ine % % , My 1 ay ley 7 He. q 
, : > wo Le ¥ ve 
») ui > ' 4 1 i 4 a oh. [hy # ee ee a ap 
Peay : ; ‘ ase be vs i Y) ' 
; ’ : i 












‘ ; a 
a 
a Th. | 
Fee wre st y Oe Luan A Oe 
he Aer A ‘7 pha a pA) 
' f00 0 2 et He is Sw a8 


; ay eR) ork. 
xe. ae MK 
f 


es ; are ty hy - 
fs ‘i 10) ae ie eens : 
v 5 a - ’ - 







































i Cg ee 
200 bas jolq nebseg 107 won ms york an ebniworg, sli orgs io soisersile i 
oft Io Ineb boog # bre zapiaivibdue bas eoniltuo ried 19d am oni baviesor sev 
yd beonsrumop s1ew 2inamedeilisdms lara bas qraddeice ai ens fet sennnmnie | 
bovinia ore nodw reemobliw »s e'yieM. 42 bavot sdé -ciest ted | rode bey hc 
<sini yethow « bra einome ‘oni ia Joge tisi.¢ * ti Hol disab as dd baa % 

nobisp odt bolls nt 189, 00 tai auest, to yonaa 10 4ngty 

jut .avitabavod evoigiley s to gaitileoqmad ** 904 103 ylao-ei eid T 20 sibal to 
to booted oh yd enh asw ject boog {purtnnicye oid the, jnuozr Mt y ode 
how ord ni qlad oj -Leesidos cow tars Hs boA Seembosol oi enw ode doid + 





nn) ss. 
auth) 
i é 
hn 


i 

one. chow vorhiast es bocmol ole modw .betverib ode edateit yd noite lee 10. 
gvise ben 100g ont holmes of wor .nodouiieniznojgilor traqen) of wod Ingaat 

stit to doo odd Yo 29nK8¢q oft mut ot avail bleorde oye ais) ournites OT Saiz ork ms 

gnitagowe ott godw, gino word Thi, 9W .bebrores s1e ening Ieutinige nisroniwe 

of pildug @bam od iiw eemuise oct Lo, ediow oft soati dotdw da ,oen0d Hive yb ~ . 

Daioh hig: _ ,besféxs o2 2i med) babiaws seneqmnoost off yew w rte 

2aw adz :nothoqoig ‘nil 2aw bas tdgied olbbien ody svods enw apdtoMy 4. 


4 ‘ 
* ¥ 


anw qote 10d dguods idgil enw alew 19H .seedo gnimorad yd **** bersile 1evea- e 
weeds rad bowore doidw gaitssd ied ai ylasm gnirtiomoe cow orgdt pom 7 
ard bed ode :nwoid tha mew evo 29H .9ge100> gaimveeisq baie bigsiint 309 


dileod Ya! dool « aveg tect dood> odt to deuh eidt iud aloo doum ylisuen 7 
boo sow 29usae} 1H -dilesd! 100g, 19 diiw leutided yovot si mort oma 
poiny & esw ti ;noigenqes ai zevr 926} 29d ni gaiznslq seons ame jedw tek Y 
vievil, bas ysg 2 yd benovilus ~giilidsims bas esnhoog,. sansgilloint 107 


woven enw yiiorse esi dud .bain bas treed 19d. o einemitnsa soft off Ubiviy, ; 


eeogmoy bna tasenolq ewlool 19d ‘bruyel eyawla 19d bedosorqqe orw s2odT 
1904 tee unt 2i 1 .beib erie nadw 2xods! vitor 19d mont osled eaw todo 
vd bawod rnsile gnitisg caw sdz .boriaqei-ogr bak srom gaimored dilaod | 
olitil « banssloale \ytivitos bae digneriz ted gniouber doidw ztoenbie bsianor, | 


worl ati 2sw ILA eesalli yd baldseib ylevitieoq nodw tqoox> 2gzed> tod Yo esitab — 
io inergotni yhow « bas’ gimamovorqmai sai Yo Joge sith a" baa snort beanie bio # 
ni natin’ “pusibal Ha amine boils | + akiauneding ene nintagq off 


¥ * 
: i 


her death, her writing desk and other appliances used in forwarding business, 
were there as they used to be when she dropped them for a while, intending to 
return soon and finish what was commenced. Thus, like all faithful servants of 
the Lord, she worked to the last. She was taken from the field of labor to enter 
the tomb, the place of rest and the step-stone to Heaven, the eternal habitation 
of repose, of reward and of glory! 

Here I finish. At the portals of death the departed vanish from sight. We 
can not follow the Saints beyond the term of their life on earth. To write their 
lives, as they are in the blessed home of eternity, is not given to mortal pen to 
do. With these few words of Scripture all is said: “The just shall live for 
evermore, and their reward is with the Lord; and the care of them with the 
Most High. Therefore shall they receive a crown of beauty at the hand of 
the Lord.” Wisdom, Chapter V. 
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